
















































































Just think! Prove up a week from tomorrow! The time is
flying. John and Chas. Crary are going to Mott as wit-
nesses . . .

We don’t say much about selling things 'til after the 25th.
Then we begin. Everybody is hard up so things won’t sell
well. We’ll just store them and sell later if necessary. We're
looking forward to packing as the ‘‘time of our lives.”” Guess
that will be some fun . . .

When you mention je//y that does make me hungry. We’ll
let you know when we are coming home and then Anna says
you can have anything to eat for us you want except dried fruit
and canned meat. Provided, of course, that you have some-
thing green. Now, don’t think we aren’t getting enough to
eat, for we are faring well and Dakota atmosphere still makes
dried fruit and canned meat taste delicious . . . Loads of love
from us both, Ethel

Monday, July 24, 1911
Dear Folks: Wednesday we had Bentleys here for supper —
cooked chicken, potatoes, tomatoes, pineapple gelatin, coffee
and canned peaches and cake. Everything really was good.
There were five of us. Thursday we went to Littles and to the
‘‘Tepee Buttes.”’ Mrs. Little, Eva and Ezra and Ethel and 1.
We had such a good time. Went to Burt, too, on our way
home. ..

We want to start home about two weeks tomorrow. Have
to wait and see how proof goes through and also wait for my
receipt which I am advised to have recorded. They get back in
a week to two weeks. If it comes sooner than we can leave
sooner. Hard times makes little demand for anything, only the
necessities, so what we don’t ship home we will pack and
leave in the house or let Mable use. Hope we can sell Tom. If
we can’t, will have to pay John some to keep him over winter
unless someone could board him for the use they would have
for him. Shall we keep the harness? Bring it home, I mean?
... Must close now, With love, Anna

Bentley, July 30, 1911

Dear Mama and Papa: It seems nothing of much interest has
happened, only the ‘‘proving up’’. Of course that was impor-
tant. The judge said [ should receive my receipt about Mon-
day — that’s tomorrow, but of course it may be delayed. I paid
him $13.25 and then he would pay the $6.50 for the adver-
tising out of that; then I paid $1.50 for land office fees and that
was all. John wouldn’t charge for the witnessing . . . Mr.
Crary, I know, expects some pay but I haven't paid him
yet. ..

We are planning to start home Tuesday, August 8th. Just
think how soon that will be! Don’t plan too much on it,
though, as we might have to change our plans . . . then we
will pack up what we want to take home so you see we will be
busy from now on . . . With much love, Anna
[P.S.] There is no chance of selling anything this fall, so shall
we leave things for you to sell in the spring? Shall we pack the
oil stove in a box with other things and send home? I kind of
hate to leave it . . . Anna

[Post card mailed at McLaughlin August 9, 1911]

Dear Folks: Arrived at McLaughlin at 5:30 and leave in an
hour or so. There was a large crowd at Bentley to see us off
... Love, Ethel
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Anna, who was educated in the lowa Business College, re-
sumed her association with ber father in the general store and
post office at Lamoille, lowa. Later she was employed by the
lowa Railway and Light Company at Toledo. Then, returning
to Marshalltown, she was a kindergarten musician in the
schools there. She died in 1944.

Ethel graduated from Drake University, Des Moines,
lowa, and was teacher for more than 40 years in Marshall-
town, Ames and Toledo. A Marshalltown paper noted that,
““Many of those who live to advanced age spend their retire-
ment years so quietly that younger generations are unaware of
their earlier contributions to community betterment. But
Ethel Erickson was an exception, for many who knew her well
were somewhat surprised she was 89 at death, so active had
she remained in community affairs a quarter century after
ending a 40-year teaching career . . .

“‘Her 25 years of service in the Marshalltown system
were varied — she even was a stern, but considerate, truant
officer for a time — but her greatest contribution was as an
associate of the late 1.G. Terry who headed the first voca-
tional-technical education program established in MHS in
1937. And she lived to see vo-tech courses among the most
popular in lowa's public school system, later even invading
college curricula. — PGN."’

The Erickson sisters represent a cross section of home-
steaders, varied in background, culture and skills but similar to
many in their love of adventure. Like others, they eventually
went on to fulfill higher ambitions.
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