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but often returning “busted.” Trappers who had spent the winter
months in remote hunting grounds, and hide hunters who
slaughtered the buffaloes and deer, brought thousands of pelts and
hides over the trail to some railroad depot.” Collectors of buffalo
bones brought hundreds of tons of bones over the Foote and Becket
trail to Dickinson via the Keogh Trail. Herds of cattle and horses
churned up the dusty trail and swarmed about the watering
places. For many years it was used by all sorts of picturesque
people—Indians gaily decked in colored blankets, bewhiskered
hunters, prospectors, horsethieves, cowboys, immigrants. Gradually
the country was fenced off and plowed up, obliterating much of
the trail. Thus passed the famous Keogh Trail.

®Mr. John Christiansen of New Salem recslls one outfit that went throngh fn
the spring of the year bearing the sign “*Black Hills or Huat”. It came back in the
fall with a second sixn, “Busted by gosh™. (Letter of Febhruary 4, 1954.)

®Dickinson Press, May 6, June 2, June 9, July 7. 1B88; April 5, 1884.
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