











































































































serving in the legislature or serving in elective office. The
most important reward is the people appreciating what you
do. Lets face it, it goes beyond money. Money won't buy
that—if they don’t appreciate what you're doing, if they
think that every time you turn your hand you've got your
finger in the pie someplace. When | was very, very active in
opposing a state-operated lottery, somebody wrote a letter to
the editor and said, “Art Link says he isn't getting anything
out of it; I don't believe that. Why is he so active?” and
implied that I was getting some. I put money of my own
into postage, into running around at meetings and stuff.
The few dollars that the council collected went for postage
and for ads in the papers that we put all over the state.
When people lose confidence, we're heading for trouble.
I wish I had the answer to it, but I guess I don't. I can
only hope—and I'm an eternal optimist—that we’ll come
to our senses just as we're coming to our senses in the use
of tobacco, smoking. We'll have to come to our senses on
liquor and eventually on gambling, but I don’t want to harp
on that, because I don’t want to appear as a fanatic on it.
Like a lady told me, “I have eternal hope that we're going
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When the Landscape Is Quiet Again

... And when we are through with that

and the landscape is quiet again

when the draglines, the blasting rigs,

the power shovels and the huge gondolas
cease to rip and roar!

And when the last bulldozer has pushed

the last spoil pile into place,

and the last patch of barren earth

has been seeded to grass or grain.

Let those who follow and repopulate the land
be able to say . . .

Our grandparents did their job well,

This land is as good and,

in some cases,

better than before.

Only if they can say this will we be worthy
of the rich heritage of our land and its resources.

From “When the Landscape is Quiet Again,” handwritten by
Governor Link on October 11, 1973, as he was waiting to speak
about strip mining to the annual meeting of the North Dakota
Rural Electric Association in Mandan, North Dakota. A sense
of responsibility towards future generations is characteristic of
Link's career in and out of office.

46 North Dakota History - 2005

Former Governor Link at the
ground breaking ceremony
for the archives expansion of
the North Dakota Heritage
Center, September 7,

2005. [t was during Link’s
administration that funding
for the original construction
of the Heritage Center was
secured, and he was an active
supporter of the recent effort
to obtain funding for the
building expansion. Speaking
at the ground breaking
ceremony, Link said that by
recording the history of our
state “we are demonstrating to
our children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren a gift

of timeless value.”

to see a reverse of this trend.” There’s a strong element out
there that believes in the basic values that will counteract

the drug problem, the excessive alcohol problem, the
promiscuity which feeds to a great extent the AIDS epidemic
and those things. There has to be some kind—and I'm

not a preacher—but some [thing] related to the Christian
philosophy or something. There has to be some resurgence
that takes hold of this country and establishes a degree of
responsibility for what's going on. Very few people are doing
that today. That’s where our trouble lies.

Since 1981 Gerald G. Newborg has been North
Dakota State Archivist and Director of the State
Archives and Historical Research Library Division
at the State Historical Society of North Dakora.
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