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O w ners o f floo d -d am ag ed  
histo ric ho m es are d isco v-
ering  that it can  b e faster 
and  cheap er to  reno vate 
than  to  d em o lish and  b uild  
a new  ho use. 
 
 
N o t o nly can  reno vatio n 
save m o ney to d ay, b ut a 
rehab b ed  histo ric ho m e is 
m o re valuab le in  the lo ng  
run than a new  house. It’s 
just to o  exp ensive to d ay to  
d up licate the w ay crafts-
m an  b uilt the ho m es that 
m ake o ur neig hb o rhoo d s 
so  sp ecial. 
 
 
If yo ur house is m ore than 
4 0  years o ld  and  in  a his-
to ric neig hb o rho o d , there 
are real ad vantag es to     
rep airing  it and  m o ving  
b ack ho m e. 
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W hy  sh o u ld  I repair m y  o ld  h o use w hen  I can  ju st tear it W hy  sh o u ld  I repair m y  o ld  h o use w hen  I can  ju st tear it W hy  sh o u ld  I repair m y  o ld  h o use w hen  I can  ju st tear it W hy  sh o u ld  I repair m y  o ld  h o use w hen  I can  ju st tear it 
d o w n  an d  b u ild  so m eth in g  b rand  new ?d o w n  an d  b u ild  so m eth in g  b rand  new ?d o w n  an d  b u ild  so m eth in g  b rand  new ?d o w n  an d  b u ild  so m eth in g  b rand  new ?    
    

• T he m aterials in  yo ur ho m e are p ro b ab ly to ug her than  w hat’s avail-
ab le to d ay.  Y o ur hom e has w eathered  sto rm s and  lo ts o f w ear and  
tear - p ro o f o f its streng th. 

• T he w o rkm anship  in yo ur ho m e m ig ht b e a thing  o f the p ast, at least 
fo r afford ab le ho uses.  P laster, m o ld ing , m antels, and  o ther histo ric 
features are very exp ensive to  p ro d uce to d ay. 

• W ell-m aintained  o ld  ho m es in  historic neig hb o rho o d s g ro w  in  value 
m o re than  new  co nstructio n. 

• T hink ab o ut w hat m akes yo ur ho m e sp ecial.  W o uld  a new  ho use b e 
o ut o f p lace in  yo ur neig hb o rho o d  and  hard  to  sell in  the future? 

• Lo o k aro und .  N o thing  im p ro ves a b lo ck’s d esirab ility m o re than  a 
reno vated  ho m e! 

• If yo u  live in  a q ualified  histo ric d istrict, yo u  m ay have sp ecial financial 
incentives to  rep air yo ur fam ily ho m e.  C all the State H isto ric P reser-
vatio n  O ffice. 

H o w  d o  I kn o w  if m y  h o m e can  even  b e saved ?H o w  d o  I kn o w  if m y  h o m e can  even  b e saved ?H o w  d o  I kn o w  if m y  h o m e can  even  b e saved ?H o w  d o  I kn o w  if m y  h o m e can  even  b e saved ?    
 

• G et help  fro m  sp ecialists in  o ld er b uild ing s.  T he State H isto ric P reser-
vatio n  O ffice and  P reservatio n  N orth  D ako ta can  help  yo u  find  q uali-
fied  sp ecialists. 

• C heck the fo und atio n, the ro o f, and  the interio r fram ing  and  structure. 
M uch  d am ag e can  b e rep aired .  

• B uckled  flo o r b o ard s can  b e rep laced , and  it usually isn’t necessary to  
install a new  flo o r. 

• D am ag ed  w o o d  anyw here in  yo ur ho m e can  b e rep aired  o r rep laced . 
• M o ld  usually d o esn’t feed  o n  p lain  p laster and  can  b e treated  w ith  so -

lutio ns.  P laster d o es no t alw ays need  to  b e rem o ved .  T he N atio nal 
T rust has a free p ub licatio n  to  help  yo u  d eal w ith  flo o d  d am ag e and  
m o ld , availab le o nline at w w w .p reservatio nnatio n.org /resources/
technical-assistance/d isaster-reco very/ and  at d isaster relief centers 
and  co m m unity m eeting s.   

• M o ld y sheetro ck need s to  b e cut and  rem o ved .  T reat the fram ing  b e-
hind  w ith  a so lutio n  and  let it d ry. 

• W o o d en  w ind o w s and  d o o rs and  b o ard s sim p ly need  to  b e cleaned , 
no t thro w n  aw ay.  Save lo ts o f m o ney and  keep  yo ur ho m e’s so lid  
structure b y fo llo w ing  g uid elines.  D o n’t g ut the ho use. 
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• It usually co sts less to  rep air than  b uild  fro m  scratch. It’s q uicker, and  
a rep aired  histo ric ho m e g ro w s in  value faster than  a new  b uild ing . 

• T alk to  architects and  co ntracto rs exp erienced  in  rehab b ing  o ld er 
ho m es.  T he State H isto ric P reservation  O ffice and  P reservatio n  N o rth  
D ako ta can  help  yo u find  q ualified  sp ecialists. 

• F ig ure o ut exactly w hat need s to  b e d o ne, w rite it d o w n, and  w alk 
thro ug h  yo ur house w ith  co ntracto rs to  g et a b allp ark fig ure.  If the 
estim ate so und s reaso nab le, req uest an  item  b y item  d etailed  b id .  T ry 
and  g et three b id s b ased  o n  the exact sam e w o rk.  V erify the co ntrac-
to r’s state license num b er and  insurance. 

W hat if I d ecid e n o t to  repair m y  h o m e?W hat if I d ecid e n o t to  repair m y  h o m e?W hat if I d ecid e n o t to  repair m y  h o m e?W hat if I d ecid e n o t to  repair m y  h o m e?    
    

• Instead  o f tearing  it d o w n, think ab o ut selling  yo ur o ld er hom e.  T here 
m ay b e so m eo ne lo o king  fo r a fixer-up p er in  yo ur histo ric neig hb o r-
ho o d . 

• T earing  d o w n  yo ur ho m e and  leaving  a vacant lo t in  its p lace is a sure 
w ay to  lo se yo ur investm ent.  V acant lo ts b ring  d o w n  the value o f the 
neig hb o rho o d . 
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S tate H isto rical S o ciety o f S tate H isto rical S o ciety o f S tate H isto rical S o ciety o f S tate H isto rical S o ciety o f 
N o rth  D ako taN o rth  D ako taN o rth  D ako taN o rth  D ako ta     
State H isto ric P reservatio n 
O ffice 
6 12 E ast B o ulevard  A ve 
B ism arck, N D  5850 5  
70 1-328-26 6 6   
histo ry.nd .g o v/hp /ind ex.htm l 
histso c@ nd .g o v  

    
    

P reservatio n  N o rth  D ako taP reservatio n  N o rth  D ako taP reservatio n  N o rth  D ako taP reservatio n  N o rth  D ako ta     
4 17 M ain A ve, Ste 4 0 2 
F arg o  N D  5810 3  
70 1-356 -30 0 1  
w w w .p rairiep laces.o rg  
info @ p rairiep laces.o rg   
    
    
    

    
    

N atio nal T ru st fo r N atio nal T ru st fo r N atio nal T ru st fo r N atio nal T ru st fo r     
H isto ric P reservatio nH isto ric P reservatio nH isto ric P reservatio nH isto ric P reservatio n     
M o untains/P lains O ffice 
535 16 th  S t, S te 750  
D enver, C O  80 20 2 
30 3-6 23-150 4  
w w w .p reservationnation.org  
m p ro @ nthp .org  

Fo r m o re info rm atio n, co ntact: 
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