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General guidance for if a survey area crosses into a farmyard
Note that specific projects may have different recording needs, depending on the project and agency requirements (for example, wind farm architectural surveys). For Section 
106 projects, the APE and level of effort is based on the scope and scale of the project and defined by the federal agency in consultation with SHPO (36 CFR 800.4). For state 
level projects without federal funding or permitting, consult with SHSND to ensure acceptable survey area coverage (email shsculturalreview@nd.gov).

*Tree rows that are part of a farmstead or define the boundaries of a farmstead should be mentioned in the setting and included within the farmstead boundary.
*Stand alone tree rows (for example, wind breaks not associated with a farmstead) are a non-site.

Are there standing
features within the farmyard that 
appear to be over 45 years old?

Are there standing 
features in the survey 

area?

Are there any 
archaeological features or 

cultural material in the 
survey area?

Were there any cultural 
features in historic aerial 

imagery or lidar?

Yes
Standing architectural features 

appear to be 45 years old or 
older. Complete a NDCRS 

Architectural Form.

No
All standing architectural 

features appear to be less than 
45 years old or none present.

Yes
There are features or potential 

features in historic aerial imagery 
or lidar. Complete an appropriate 

NDCRS Archaeological Form

No
Do not record as a site. 
Mention in the report.Yes

Site will be a full site.

Fully record any standing features in 
the survey area. Mention any 

buildings/structures outside the 
survey area in the site summary.

For multicomponent sites, also 
complete any appropriate 

archaeological forms.

No

Site will be a site lead.

Define at least 1 major feature and 
record as much as possible for that 

feature on page 2 and 3 of the 
architecture site form. Define the 

feature either from aerial imagery or 
from photos from the public right of 
way if no farmstead access. Mention 
other buildings or structures outside 
the survey area in the site summary.

For multicomponent sites, also 
complete any appropriate 

archaeological forms.

Site will be a full site.
 

There are archaeological 
features or cultural materials in 

the survey area. Fully record 
any features in the survey area 

on the appropriate 
archaeological form. Mention 
any known features outside 

the survey area.

Site will be a site lead.

There are no archaeological 
features or cultural materials in 
the survey area. Mention any 
known features outside the 

survey area.



Farmyard Examples
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No site form but mention in report.
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Architectural site lead, define at least 1 architectural feature and mention
other buildings/structures and archaeological features in the site description.
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Foundation

Standing Barn
Over 45 years

Survey Area

Full architectural site, fully record the barn and mention other 
buildings/structures and archaeological features in the site description.

Full historical archaeological site, fully record the depression/foundation 
and mention other buildings/structures and archaeological features in 
the site description. 

Survey Area

*Not inclusive of all survey situations or farmyard scenarios



Farmyard Examples
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Historical archaeological site lead and mention other archaeological features
in the site description.
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Survey Area

Full site recording, complete an architectural form and a historical
archaeological form. Fully record all architectural and archaeological
features.
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Architectural site lead, define at least 1 architectural feature and mention
other buildings/structures and archaeological features in the site description.

*Not inclusive of all survey situations or farmyard scenarios

Farmyard Definition:

The area of buildings, structures, and directly associated activity 
areas of a farmstead or homestead. The farmyard may or may not 
be enclosed by tree rows, fencing, or field edges, but it forms a 
defined area of domestic and agricultural outbuildings and the 
surrounding work yard, gardens, and activity areas.

*Tree rows that are part of a farmstead or define the 
boundaries of a farmstead should be mentioned in the setting 
and included within the farmstead boundary.

*Stand alone tree rows (for example, wind breaks not associated 
with a farmstead) are a non-site.
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