




Gen. Alfred Sully estimated that there were 400,000 to 500,000 pounds of bison 
jerky in the Whitestone camp, illustrating how successful bison hunting could be 
as a way of life.

If the Whitestone camp 
made 400,000 pounds  
of jerky,

and it takes about 2.5 
pounds of meat to make a 
pound of jerky,

then the camp may  
have butchered roughly  
1 million pounds of meat.

If they butchered  
1 million pounds of meat

and each bison provides 
an average of 400 pounds,

then they may have killed 
2,500 bison.

If bison jerky was worth 
about $4 per ounce at 
2023 retail prices,

and the people made 
400,000 pounds of jerky,

then its 2023 value would 
be $25.6 million.
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