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Kris Kringle (Paul Levchek) greets
former first lady of North Dakota
Grace Link at a holiday open house
at the Former Governors’ Mansion
State Historic Site in 2014.
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The holidays in North Dakota are a time to
celebrate cultural and ethnic traditions brought
by diverse groups of settlers to the region. A
number of state historic sites will host holiday
festivities; check out the event closest to you,
and have safe and peaceful holiday season.

On Sunday, Dec. 11, the public is invited to

“A Taste of Ethnic Christmas” from 10:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. (MT) at the Chateau de Mores
Interpretive Center in Medora. Held in
conjunction with Medora’s Old Fashioned
Cowboy Christmas, visitors can enjoy a buffet
featuring foods from the Northern Plains Ethnic
Foundation. Cost is $12 for adults, $5

for children ages 6-12, and children under 6
are free.

Christmas at the Confluence will be held

Dec. 11 from 2 to 5 p.m. (CT) at Missouri-
Yellowstone Confluence Interpretive Center
near Williston. Music will be provided by
Sunrise Brass, Lisenbee Blue Grass Band, and
Jim and Cheryl Lingenfelter. Admission is free,
and the event includes refreshments and a
make-and-take craft project.

The 1909 Northern Pacific locomotive at Camp
Hancock State Historic Site in Bismarck will be
lit up for the holidays through New Year’s Day,
offering a perfect family photo op. The Former
Governors’ Mansion State Historic Site hosted
holiday open houses on Nov. 27 and Dec. 4,
and the decorated mansion is available for
group tours or holiday rental by appointment.

Continued on page 2



Continued from front cover

Happy holidays from the State
Historical Society of North Dakota
and the SHSND Foundation! View
our holiday e-card, featuring historic
images by Nancy Hendrickson, at
history.nd.gov/holiday.
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North Dakota History editor Pam Berreth Smokey, center, with photo archivist
Sharon Silengo, left, and associate editor Ann Crews Melton.
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Fall Historical Highlights
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State Archives Expands Digital Preservation

As records generated by North Dakota state agencies continue to shift to digital formats, State Archives must continue to develop
procedures to manage and preserve these records. State Archives recently selected Preservica, a digital preservation tool, to ingest, manage,
and preserve the state’s digital records. The tool facilitates the transfer of all digital and digitized materials and will assist in the continual
migration of outdated file formats to stable and standardized formats. In the future, Preservica will aid in moving content online for
researchers to browse, search, view, and download. For more information, contact Electronic Records Archivist Lindsay Schott at
Ischott@nd.gov.

Progression of records throughout the history of North Dakota. Left: Record books in storage at the Stark County Courthouse in Dickinson, 1937 (30573-00118,
detail). Middle: Box of floppy disks created in the early 1990s waiting to be ingested into the digital repository. Right: A screenshot of digital records in the
digital repository. Records now take up server space instead of shelf space.

ND Studies Expands

Digital Curriculum SN0 [y

Conference Highlights
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A gift that pays you back... Your gift to an endowment builds an extraordinary ongoing resource in perpetuity.
Through the North Dakota Charitable Income Tax Credit, contributions of $5,000 or more made annually to the
State Historical Society of North Dakota Foundation’s qualified endowment fund may be eligible for a North Dakota
state tax credit. The tax credit is 40% of the charitable deduction allowed by the IRS up to a maximum credit of
$10,000 per year, per tax payer OR 520,000 per year, per couple filing jointly (contribution maximums of $25,000
and 550,000, respectively). You don’t need to itemize to take advantage of the tax credit. Any unused credit can be
carried forward for an additional three (3) years.

IRA Rollover... If you are 70% or older, you can direct your IRA required minimum distribution (RMD) to our qualified
endowment (minimum of $5,000), avoid paying taxes on your contribution and take advantage of the 40% state tax
credit (maximum credit of $10,000 per year, per taxpayer or $20,000 per year, per couple filing jointly).

Leave your legacy through planned giving... Individuals may receive the 40% state tax credit for a planned
gift (i.e. charitable remainder trusts, charitable gift annuities, life insurance policies, etc.) to the Historical Society
Foundation’s qualified endowment. The tax credit is 40% of the charitable deduction allowed by the IRS up to a
maximum credit of $10,000 per year, per taxpayer OR $20,000 per year, per couple filing jointly.

Businesses benefit too... Contributions made by a business entity (including financial institutions, estates and

trusts) that pay state income tax may be eligible to receive a 40% tax credit up to a maximum credit of $10,000 for
contributions to a qualified N.D. endowment.
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