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State Museum Celebrates the Horse

Tornado, a fiberglass horse painted The Horse in North Dakota, a new exhibit at the ND Heritage Center & State Museum in

by North Dakota artist Paul Noot, Bismarck, provides a rare opportunity to view remarkable objects and art from the State

is on display in the Governors Historical Society of North Dakota collections. This exhibit, developed by State Historical
Gallery at the State Museum. Society staff, highlights the horse’s evolution and domestication, work and military uses, and

Native American cultural significance, as well as the horse’s role in sports, art, and play.

“The Horse in North Dakota is the first exhibit of this scale to be fully developed by the
State Historical Society,” said Genia Hesser, curator of exhibits. “We’re proud and excited to
showcase horse-related objects donated by the public that are rarely on exhibit.”

Some artifacts in The Horse in North Dakota are being exhibited at the State Museum for the
ﬁba first time. Highlights of the exhibit include an early 1900s horse-drawn fire engine used in
e Petersburg, ND; a beaded pipe bag (circa 1883) depicting horse exploits that was owned by
Hunkpapa Lakota leader Sitting Bull; a saddle used by Madame de Morés in Medora; horse
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T I O i : S N toys; and contemporary artwork by Bismarck artist Paul Noot.

: The Horse in North Dakota is free and open to the public through early 2020. Learn more
in North DaXota about this exhibit and upcoming programs at statemuseum.nd.gov/horse.
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New and Current Exhibits

ND Heritage Center & State Museum

statemuseum.nd.gov
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In Our Own Words: Native Impressions

A collaboration by printmaker Daniel Heyman, graphic designer
Lucy Ganje, and master printer Kim Fink, this exhibit chronicles
the stories of a range of contemporary American Indian people
from four of North Dakota’s reservations, including business
people, farmers, ranchers, teachers, politicians, and tribal
leaders. It features a portrait and a personal oral history of
each individual, with recurring themes including the legacy of
boarding schools, climate, and energy.

Plesiosaur in Underwater World

In partnership with the North Dakota Geological Survey, the
State Museum added a plesiosaur to the Adaptation Gallery:
Geologic Time’s Underwater World exhibit. A plesiosaur is

a long-necked marine reptile that lived in North Dakota 80
million years ago. The new permanent exhibit features a mural
by paleontologist Becky Barnes and a neck vertebrae and
skull replica extending from the wall. Fifteen plesiosaur neck
vertebrae fossils, discovered in the mid-1990s in southwest
North Dakota, also are on display — the most bones from a
single plesiosaur found in North Dakota to date.

Sundogs and Sunflowers

The exhibit Sundogs and Sunflowers: Folklore and Folk Art of
the Northern Great Plains is based on the award-winning book
of the same name. Twenty unique pieces of folk art, made by
contemporary North Dakota artists, are paired with stories,
legends, and traditions of the prairie. This exhibit was produced
by the North Dakota Council on the Arts.

Fort Buford State

Historic Site
history.nd.gov/historicsites

Life by the Bugle

This permanent exhibit in the Field Officer’s Quarters was
updated in May, adding new military post artifacts as well as
panels on the life of Hunkpapa Lakota leader Sitting Bull. Life by
the Bugle explores the life of a frontier military officer at Fort
Buford, a post active from 1866 to 1895, and also examines the
lives of women and children at an army post.



Staff Respond to
Storm Damage

On Thursday, June 28, the State
Historical Society’s Artifact Storage
East in Bismarck, which houses
furniture and large items from

the museum collection, sustained
severe storm damage. A section

of the roof was torn off the two-
story building, and a trailer at the
site flipped over. State Historical
Society staff immediately put our
emergency response plan into
action. Museum Division personnel
spent the following day cleaning

up the mess, removing water, and
handling artifacts that needed to be
dried, as well as contacting insurance
companies, ordering a dumpster for
debris, and finding a contractor to
repair the roof. Staff did an excellent
job responding to this emergency.

Artifacts Preserved from
Former Governor’s Residence

The Former Governor’s Residence near the corner of Fourth Street and
Boulevard Avenue in Bismarck was home to eight North Dakota governors and
their families from 1960 to 2018.

The North Dakota Former Governor’s Residence built in 1960
was demolished earlier this year. Prior to demolition the
State Historical Society collected samples of floor coverings,
wallpaper, curtains, upholstery, and selected furnishings to
preserve in our museum collection. Certain items, such as the
1960 dining table, Gorham Chantilly-pattern sterling silver
flatware, Lenox Hancock-pattern china dinnerware, and Fitz
& Floyd American Wildflowers-pattern china dinnerware,
were transferred to the new Governor’s Residence completed
in 2018. The State Historical Society continues to showcase
objects from the earlier homes of North Dakota governors at
the Former Governors’ Mansion State Historic Site in Bismarck
and in the North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum.

Stored museum collection artifacts were exposed to the elements following a severe storm on June 28.

Judge (and Archives Specialist) Larissa Harrison speaks with Dickinson Middle
School students Jenna Torgerson and Ashley Tally about their National History
Day exhibit on April 13.

The National History Day in North Dakota
NI_ state competition was held at the ND
s Heritage Center & State Museum on
w April 13. Projects judged to be the best in
HISTORY DAY, the state competition qualified to compete

with advancing student projects from across
the country at National History Day, hosted at the University of
Maryland in June. During the school year, students research,
design, and create websites, documentary videos, exhibits,
performances, or historical research papers that meet specific
criteria and are aligned to the year’s theme. The 2018 theme
was “Conflict and Compromise in History,” and the 2019 theme
will be “Triumph and Tragedy.” Learn more at nhd.org.
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Summer History Highlights

At our “Canvas and Cocktails” program on June 15, ND Heritage Center guests created acrylic paintings of stars and space under the guidance of artist Kim Eslinger
from Gateway to Science. Participants also toured New Views of the Universe: Hubble Space Telescope on exhibit at the State Museum.
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On June 10, Nadine
Schmidt presented
“Dress of the Civil
War Era” during Living
History Weekend at
Fort Abercrombie
State Historic Site.

Contractors replaced
the 30-year-old roof
on Camp Hancock’s
Bread of Life Church
with new cedar
shingles, many of
which needed to be
cut and stained red
by hand.

Paleontologist Becky
Barnes, right, passes
around a shark
tooth during a State
Museum tour for ND
Association for the
Blind members on
June 8. The serrated
edges and smooth
surfaces of the tooth
offered a tactile
example for vision-
impaired museum
guests.

Stan Anderson, left,
carriage ride operator
at the Chateau de
Mores State Historic
Site in Medora, and
Roger Clemens, head
of site maintenance,
prepare to check trail
conditions June 11
with horses Beth

and Abby.

Museum Division
Director Mark
Sundlov, left, leads

a “Cycling History
Highways” tour of
Double Ditch Indian
Village on June 30.
Participants cycled 19
miles round trip to
the state historic site
from Chief Looking’s
Village in Bismarck.

Assistant Site
Supervisor Kris Kitko
marches with children
outside the Former
Governors’ Mansion
State Historic Site in
Bismarck on Flag Day,
June 14.



The Welk Homestead State Historic Site near Strasburg, birthplace of bandleader
Lawrence Welk, hosted an Accordion Jam Session on Aug. 4.

Stone Cleaning in Medora

Former ND First Lady Grace Link, center, celebrated her 100th birthday at the
Former Governors’ Mansion Ice Cream Social on Aug. 12. Link was instrumental
in preserving the mansion as a state historic site and continues to serve on the
Society for the Preservation of the Former Governors’ Mansion board.

On June 29, the State Historical Society
hosted “Care and Cleaning of Natural
Stone” in the De Mores Memorial Park in
Medora. This hands-on workshop allowed
the public to learn about cleaning stones
while assisting the Society in maintaining
a state historic site.

According to Architectural Historian Lorna
Meidinger, “The two things you need to
know when planning this type of project
are what type of stone and what type of
staining are you dealing with.” In this case,
the granite Marquis de Morés statue base
had stains from the bronze figure above
it, and other sandstone park features
exhibited biological staining from lichens.
Meidinger and Historic Preservation
Planner Lisa Steckler tested cleaners in
advance of the workshop to determine
the most effective type.

Going forward the Society hopes to work
with local groups to clean all of the park
stones. Check in with Chateau de Mores
Site Supervisor Chris Dorfschmidt at
cdorfschmidt@nd.gov or 701.623.4355
if you are interested in helping with
future events.

Karen Nelson, front, along with Emily Sakariassen,
Wendy Schmeichel, and Lorna Meidinger clean stone
features at De Mores Memorial Park on June 29.
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Native American Hall of Honor

The Native American Hall of Honor, founded in 2016 by the ND Indian Affairs
Commission in partnership with the State Historical Society of ND and its Foundation,
recognizes traditional and contemporary achievements by North Dakota tribal
members. The 2018 inductees are:

Sports/Athletics: 1941-42 Elbowoods Warriors Basketball Team, Mandan, Hidatsa,
and Arikara Nation

Leadership: Patrick Moses Gourneau, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa;
Betty L. Gress, Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation

The free public induction ceremony will be Sept. 6 at 6 p.m. at the ND Heritage
Center. Each inductee will be featured in an annual exhibit at the State Museum.
Learn more at bit.ly/nahoh.

Five Properties Listed in
National Register

Five North Dakota properties have been listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, the federal government’s list of prop-
erties it considers worthy of preservation and recognition: the
Assyrian Muslim Cemetery; Burke County World War Memorial
Hall; Dease-Martineau House, Trading Post, and Oxcart Trail
Historic District; Manfred Historic District; and Robinson Hall.

Burke County World War Memorial Hall in Flaxton, dedicated in 1931, still
houses government offices, community groups, and events.

The Assyrian Muslim Cemetery near Ross is the site of the first mosque in the
nation and was the only Muslim cemetery in North Dakota for 90 years.

Robinson Hall began as a Works Progress Administration project in 1936, with
additions built in 1942 and 1983. This hall is significant for its major role in the
social history of Robinson.
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The Dease-Martineau House, Trading Post, and Oxcart Trail Historic District The village of Manfred in Wells County was nominated as the Manfred
near Leroy has log buildings built using Red River construction techniques and Historic District because it is an excellent example of an agricultural town that
includes segments of oxcart trails. showcases both the rise and decline of rural towns across the state.

Photo credits: Robinson Hall by Susan Quinnell; Dease-Martineau House by
Steve Martens; all others by Lorna Meidinger
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FOUNDATION

NOTES

Many Ways to Give to the Foundation

We are grateful for our members and for our North Dakota Heritage Center expansion
donors. As we build relationships, we have the opportunity to share with people the
many ways they can support the work of the Foundation.

Membership: $35 to $45 to $100 or more provides a subscription to Plains Talk
newsletter and North Dakota History: Journal of the Northern Plains, plus free
admission to state historic sites, a 15 percent discount at all seven Museum Stores,
and participation in the Time Travelers program, with discounted access to attractions
around the US.

Annual Giving Campaigns: Three to four times a year we offer our members, donors,
and friends the opportunity to give an additional gift to the Foundation’s work. This is
the perfect way to show your gratitude for what has been done and invest in projects
moving forward.

Memorial Gifts: Hundreds of our members and friends honor their loved ones with
memorial gifts. Gifts from $20,000 to $20 have been received and offer the donor a
special opportunity to provide a memorial gift with a purpose—preserving and growing
our historic resources.

Donor Recognition Events and Special Receptions: As you become more active and
increase your giving levels, you will be invited to attend special dinners and receptions
with other generous donors. A very pleasant way to participate in supporting the
Foundation’s work.

Leave Your Legacy and Make History: Planned gifts to the Foundation and its
endowment may be eligible for tax incentives, including federal deductions and the
North Dakota Charitable Giving 40 percent state income tax credit. Gifts may include
outright gifts of cash, stock, or highly appreciated assets and required minimum
distributions from an IRA. Additionally, charitable trusts or annuities generate

an income for you now and leave a legacy for generations to come. Contact our
development team to visit about these giving opportunities.

If you are happy with the ND Heritage Center expansion efforts and see the value of
the programs and services of the Foundation and State Historical Society, won’t you
step up and increase your giving activity today?

Call us for details. 701-222-1966

Request for

NOTICE: FOUNDATION ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, November 15, 2018 10:30 - 11:00 am

ND Heritage Center — Great Plains Theatre
Sponsored by Tom and Frances Leach Foundation

The Foundation annual report and election of new Foundation board members.
All Foundation members are welcome and encouraged to attend.

PLEASE JOIN US!!!

Following the annual meeting the Foundation Board will have their
quarterly board meeting in the board room in Foundation offices.
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Membership
Benefits

Annual
Campaign

Support

Memorial
Gifts

FOUNDATION RECOGNITION &

THANK YOU EVENT AND DINNER
May 10, 2018 » Ramkota Hotel « Bismarck
Hovorig |
) The Tom and Frances Leach Foundation,
%“ ‘w Governor George Sinner,
The North Dakota Legislature and
(-g T / Foundation History's Trustee Partnerships:

* T) Russell, Cloverdale Foods
* Luella Dunn and Adrian Dunn
* Matthew Mohr, Dacotah Paper

Donor Recognition Events
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North Dakota Heritage Center
612 E. Boulevard Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

HARVEST

a farm-to-table sampler event

Thursday, September 13
5:30-8 p.m.

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum

$45 tickets
statemuseum.nd.gov/harvest
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Plains Talk is published quarterly by the State Historical Society of

North Dakota, ND Heritage Center, 612 E. Boulevard Ave., Bismarck, ND
58505/701.328.2666/history.nd.gov. Claudia J. Berg, Director; Ann Crews
Melton, Plains Talk Editor; Plains Talk is a benefit to members of the
SHSND Foundation.

North Dakota State Historical Board:

Terrance Rockstad, Bismarck, President; H. Patrick Weir, Medora, Vice
President; Steve C. Martens, Fargo, Secretary; Albert I. Berger, Grand
Forks; Daniel Stenberg, Watford City; Sara Otte Coleman, Director,
Department of Commerce, Tourism Division; Kelly Schmidt, State
Treasurer; Alvin A. Jaeger, Secretary of State; Melissa Baker, Director, Parks
and Recreation Department; Sondra Goebel, Representative, Department
of Transportation.
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SHSND Foundation Board: Robert M. Horne, Fargo, President; Jon
McMillan, Fordville, Immediate Past President; Dalles Schneider, Bismarck,
Vice President; Barbara S. Lang, Jamestown, Treasurer; Darrell L. Dorgan,
Bismarck, Secretary; Don Haugen, Fargo; Pat Grantier, Bismarck; Armen
Hanson, Devils Lake; Dennis Hill, Bismarck; Dennis Johnson, Watford City;
Paul H. Olson, Fargo; Bruce Dolezal, Dickinson.

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter!
history.nd.gov/enews
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