MRS. GRACE LAMBERT _#g;)_—e”J_ Side | FT. TOTTEN RESERVATION
BOB: You know, we White people have a lot of old folks homes and retire-

ment homes and things like that, but in the old days did the Indian

people take care of everybody in the family? &?i:;::\iéke-graﬁé?arentS‘

Wl

GRACE: Oh, yes. I remember because on that homestead before my grand-
mother got killed by lightning when I was very small-~I don't know how
old I would have been at that time--but, we had 3 old ladies, my grand-
mother, my dad's mother, and her mother who was a very very old lady.

I think, she died of old age one night. And then my grandmother's

COU.Sin’ R -t RITOW—Whe S oS e eousin-throush—this—sranciothe
or—whether—she-wada—ecousin—threvsh-the Ffather,

BOB: . Oh.

RACE: Bub—thet—was Ner—cousid—bs wS—S Tpp+es She was a

cripple; she couldn't walk., She used to have to always crawl outside,
KA Lenowy tvée—heprqpm+43uaﬁ,4uwﬁﬁfgggfshe'd sit outside sometimes, *
Fow—-treows, and then she'd come iﬂ:X)This was funny, t00, thet—t—atwers
reomembers,. We never lived in the nice frame house, ~fev—temrow,_ that my

dad built for the homestead. He had a log house there —peu—ferrowm, before,

a great big one, and that's where these old ladies lived and we children
lived with them, but the baby stayed with my mother in the other house,
5 3 0

eRLt%s: And this is something I always missed too. Early in the morning,
you know, just ééﬁﬁiz daybreak, why, my grandmother would have the fire
going outside in the shedy a campfire,-or whatever you call it.~-and she'd

be cooking out there. All of us little kids used to sit around the fire,~
Feu—mou, with a blanket around us, you know, covered)and then she'd cook,~”
yea—kﬁewg\whatever she was going to feed us, handed us out some plates,

you know,
BOB—Fa, ;;
Mhé never worried about sleeping late it seems like, ye-u—k'rp@

Like kids nOW)they want t' stay in bed, you know, and miss the bus and

everything else, But why was it that we always got up so early? #&wndé 1
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don't remember ever our grandmother waking us up eithei)

P=E o

GRACE: @And yet ,rev—lsnew, we were up with herg But, I 'spose, we went

to bed early toor—i—thiﬁk‘§because‘ggzz;-was no TV going or no radio

going or anything. y

1 Y -
Mf dad 9-'“.7“};.3 a0 . CoOfWy—Fe: Luuvv, so WE e
A4
- . - 4 . _ LI Ol Wl B DU Y Aol
K eaeh—o-f—tre s OUOU I rebed—matHe—ard— T St hate—mities

BOB: Did your grandmother or any of the other old women know how to

cook the traditional food or W&S there certain Indian dishes that they
would make?

GRACE: Well, that's all we ate was Indian dishes. What my grandmother
was doing out there was roasting the dried meat. She'd be roasting the
dried meat while at the same time she'd have the bread,—yeoe—lmew, in
the pan, you know, stuck up in there. So we always ate hot bread,and
that was something that they alwayséﬁ22~ *‘he was brought up on hot
breadf' That was something kind o' honorable like, you know, if you
brought up yourfgw %mt that you were a good mother or a
good grandmother, you know. But now, yeetmew, you buy bread and you
got it on hand constantly. I 'spose' we could all éé%é today 1if we
gave toast to our kids A&gr‘f;‘i'sel 'em onh‘gread anyway. {/4“-5‘\3)'

BOB: Well, this would be fried bread though that you talk about, wouldn't
174

GRACE: No.

BOR O
CRAGEs > You make it like baking powder
doughvs

BoBT"FoN—

ERAESE Y You make it like that. You roll it out, she'll just slap it
into the frying pan and then, you know, the fire's going and it's red

in
hot! They stick it up/\there,‘--gi-eﬂe;x—ie-ﬁ-eisvas,~ like that and it's

more like a biscuit. I don't know. P imrime et weyr oot Omttnkd—
Hrrr——t—i@2hy= phe cowboys always called it cowboy bread.
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SeB—0rr

ERAGET—But—the—tndtens+~. .. That's what we ate,and then she'd be roasting
the meat ~youiemow, at the same time on a stick, the dried meat, you

know, ©She'd be roasting it and when it was done, why, she'd pound it

Yhere all Hhe Time
up. They had a regular thinglMconstantly where they pounded the meat up.

The&frsu*&—jnst-take—a—éé%%ée-ﬁunch—aad—@a%—é%—én-thevn.. Oh, she'd

meaT Fo)Jsw
mix thatnup first ~yeoierow, with the tmﬁﬂENQgease, yomr—smempiband then

we all got a piece of that and a piece of the bread, weuv—lemew, And
usually they always had bone grease,they called it. Fte—lr TSP

It always reminds me o' margarine fhat one that never freeszes,
y g 5

you know. It's soft and you can just manipulate it ke anggay you

want. It was always in that QEEEEEE&EEE?A?V%4Md5*@&

marre
BOB: You mean faes the M from My inside the bone?
GRACE: Ya. Any kind o' bone they boiled, you know. Grandma would have
these great big black kettles , —Fou—lemers, hangin' on that thing and she'd
have the fire going and she'd have these bones boiling in there, leave

it over night and the next morning, why, pev—lemew, there'd be a great big

thick grease on top of it,

: well,
That's like lard} owkrew. It's all white., e then they take

that out and they put it in a container ~tooe—per-kmew, and that never

got hard.

=T8S w2

CRACE—FtTrever got—Izro

BOB: It would not spoil thew either? after
Lot 74 she

GRACE: No, it kept.snd that's what they used to mix the meat bt  Nie
pounded it up,#dgdedd , you know, she put that meat in there and kind o'
worked it in there,wibl—trer=... They always had little sharp pointed
sticks that they used to stir with or to take things out with. So that's
what we had for breakfast.

0B: You mean, the dried meat would be kind of ground up like pemmican

Gl i) it Hoe avos?
.

> -~ R PP L ] i

ar listtepietes—shdduise—het—witr—tiot—feen—the bones—10
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GRACE: Ya, you'd mix that with the grease from the bones, you know.

BoB——0, vae
. : y 7
BOB: Would she make dried pemmican then that you'd keep for the winter.
too?
GRACE: M-m-m, well, I don't remember that, but I do remember we always“*’n
them~~what do you call it--rawhide ques

had it. They always had it in

yex—kpew, they used to have, Theylre
Ake5sa7\EﬁH—HNswq-hheyﬂaeﬁé-ba-h&ueﬁﬁﬁ?!’rawhide like, seu—temewg but then
re

the skin is all off of it and then GSZEE'painted on the outside, T don'@
know what kind o' boxes they call 'em in English; but I know they always
called 'em--what do they call 'em—~Wopiu£?or something they call 'em,
They had them in different sizes. Some are great big ones and some are
small, The smaller ones were for that, you know. They kept th‘sc pem—
mican in that and that was sewsdy mixed with cherries sometimes,

BOB: Ya, I've heard of that. That must have been pretty good?

GRACE: Ya, you pound the chokecherries, you know, and then they smecmsifitsb-
yeow pound this meat up, FFew—terowy and if you know how to roast it, it's
not going to Jjust break up and be in hard chunks. It's going to be soft
and fluffy like and when you mix it with-het—tiimy; —THe 7ot teaemy—it—

w®
JArt—tr. ., * can pat it together, jicu—kRouw,—owe f,hey do the same thing

with corn, too, yew-kmews She used to parch the corn, but she used to
them
grind hers indzha old time coffee grinders,

~BoB~Dh
H ,iSEe'd grind it and when it came out, it was like

cornmeal and then she'd mix it with this so0ft tallow —fedtmbooy—iorr—ttaonym
and sugar. Sometimes they'd put juneberries and stuff in %9.A==qpqwa*

kaewsy and they mixed that in balls too. And you eat just one little ball

and you know yev—sobr... qou ate a meal!

BORs T s C you kKecp tnoseroarTs C= -"‘“g edme?
GRACE: S"dl"(}, cupeu;.é.lly 15 +-hateh EGH IO could ko-op D O e v

- o 1 o1, >
with-these—freezers——zomd tirrmess

B()DT- o u nER ) PN
. Wil Yy X S =g~ a
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GRACE: /[foy_know, a person the

do that, but

6r anything?
ROB:  Ya.
But befdre that.... éfore the grinders)

them _
A s yOu know, - _—

BOB: Did they ever pick the wild turnips?;?fthiugs T1KkS=tHET TOe 0w o

GRACE: Ya, oh, yva, all over the place; but now everything is in wiwe
there's

fields, nowhere can you find themj; but along the river, I think,Am
some,

o
them.,
“R&GHT Grandma used to have whole strings of,& - You know, when you
dig 'em out, they hav%/é/long tailee=Tthat's the root, woulenew,—tirot™
v PO O —ira They braid that tail' do—sher—
A MJ_

emorifryoutneows .. WE peeled "woffmﬂeﬁm,w

gob—tmtonp—tott—se with the next 1, 2, 3, you know, you keep on braiding
yie

t Vheyire
%wss’oﬁh;ggi'til shewe all hanging down like that, yauknews and then they tie

%rovm&

'em at the end and hang 'em up to dry. They get as hard as a rock.
BOB: How would they fix those to eat then<?
GRACE: Well, you'd boil 'em. They'd eventually get soft, you know.

They cooked aflong time, ¥owv—eoolk—leirmgr—tromp—iine and thesidt—smep—aeft,
'.,, ‘W S SN, S LRI W P PP PP AL T "b

- 3 2 LIPS K A &
+ Iy
) L, Lo N nﬁﬁg;&unﬁ¢n;n;{ﬂuo&
thdnky—o—persdi ol sott—tom—ari—tireylil—cebt—Horoy—Qll _Knowe"soottest——amd

A

%henflzéy used to dry squash too. I always remember grandma used to peel
the squash and é#%ﬁé it up and then she'd lace 'em, They'd hang them up
over a pole, G}{Qll the Indians had--I don't know what you'd call 'eme-~-
Egggchhades like anyway. We use 'em for shades., There's 4 sticksiV?*ﬁﬁ-
FOU~—RQUL—oR—top—tiee—that.and then they have mayberBﬂVL poles laying
iﬁﬁﬁ—ehat'across?@ﬁgrthen they'll bring in all kinds of 1eaVesS  ciciimekindiyms

there and They cook under em-
from the trees and they'll lay 'em on the topAﬁhﬂhUt You can make one
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like that without the leaves though, but you have all these poles on there

and that's their drying racks.

- 3 % :
BOB——Clr 50— e L T U T e Y SR T Ottt - e - S T e IOy

< -

h 2%
ERASET Yy Nor anything that you wanted to dry you could put 48 there.

So we always used to have them, On top there they'd spread the canvas or

something, ys=temew but, I 'spose, in the olden days,rerrRIrow, they
maybe used the skins. ¥au_knew+—%hey&é—sere%eh.nut(iﬁﬁb-theﬁe—aﬁd—Iﬁat's

pads.
where they dried their chokecherry‘?aauipga After they smashed 'em up

they made 'em in pads, yew—fkrrom, patties like a hamburger, and then they'd
lay them up there like thate wetrriemews, We used to go and steal 'em and
grandma used to tmaé%ggzsgettin' after us. She'd say, "You eat too many
of them and you're going to get constipated and you're going to really
feel it." And she was right too,

S
e ehogecher™/ ol
BOB: How would you eat those & then if you came along a few months

1ate£?

0 T 3
NZ2¥] .yo., _ JLliCcV '\ [SAw s sy |

RS
V%nﬂdhbe kind o' like a dessert ,oisemetirtrr—Tire™—

GRACE: Ysy—nowadeys—througirwe—deo—it—atffererts We soak them overnight

and then we cook it with what we soaked it with so you don't lose no

flavor and all thaty wew—ilewew, There'll be just water after you soak 'em

all night and try to boil them the next day <#trexk in different water.
BeBr——hti—tiregood—stuff—I5 gone.

eRAGET—F, gone out—of—tts; yuufkaews$3g;-we cook it and #rew after it's

cooked so long/aﬁdptherwiixstrain it and make it into a pudding like,
e

thicken it with flour ané%sugar.t%é_Shai. That's good too. And then

the Indians %é&ﬁﬁéﬁa put in a tablespoon or so of this fat I was tellin'

you about, jou-knouw,. Thes—put-—thet—in.there ftoese 1 don't know why} but

I 'sposq,.for the same reason we put butter in different puddings and

things,é&&&y-y@a—kaﬂMJ%ZWhen I think of things like this, weulemewm, 1
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always think ¢ our ways of living were just primitivejeqfhey were ndﬂéﬁf—

ferent from anything today. You know, the only thing is that you do it

in a modern way and so it looks and tastes and feels different, but it's

still the same thing. Only thing is that they didn't have the things that
were

we have today so done in a very primitive way, but there's no change or

difference that I can see in a lot o' things.
either, I don't

d so much back in those dayghﬁéaa—qiy1ﬁosb

ur food a lot now, you know?

But things weren't wa

like we waste

suppose,

GRACE: Ya) a waste of everything and there's so many things that

the olden days that people don't use today, you know, for

people used
1 theRe sprayings and one thing and another, you know.
That's righ

GRACE: ¥ej—thzt—iesnd-o! ruinsd-things +A“;:Si§kefige 0ld Indians used

to use skunk oil for cough medicine.

BoH—0On*

GRACE+—%Fey VYou take the fat off of the skunk. You know, the skunk is
And we ate

usually a real fat little creature;?qé—ﬂbvdﬂb it,too, and that's good.

The only thing is it had that terrible odor, jow-kaews but once it got

in your mouth, you know, like you White people eat Limburger Cheese,. I

just can't see how you people can do thatj but, I 'spose, it's the same

way with you and us eating skunk, you know,

—BOBT—hdm &t ;
H IOUTEeTCIICEST IS cles e

e most horrijble thing that I....
/
think go too. Were there any other wild vegetables that

CRACE:
BOB: Well,'

people knew hoy to find?

CRACE: Sure, thyy had wild pototoes.

BOB: Oh.
around

GRACE: You ﬁiJQ theR\in the woods and they're stillAQbﬁﬂ'I heard, I was

/ A
talkin' to thijs one lady and she said, "There's still some,"” You pull
/ \

/ N
there all dany

'em out and ling in there just like little pototoes,

&MBOB: Did/they look like pRtotoes to0o?

GRACE: The& taste like it and~they say they look like pototoes. The only
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/) #s70

ike thgﬂpabeﬁe that we have, you know,

in the trees, huh?

thing is \hey never grow big

BOB: But

GRACE: Ya, \n the woods ey say. Then they had this--I don't know what

you call it. ou pulled/it out and they look like a turnip. You find

*em in--oh—--1itt\e marspes like, Kids used to eat 'em, They always say
that they're poisomug and they must be because I know one lady lost a
couple o' children eating that.
BOB: Oh, now that/wasn'™s what we call the cattail was it?
GRACE: No, no, fio, the catksgil is altogether.... That little black stuff,

you remembery /It's a reed and\it's got this black thing on top of it.

BORe. Vo ng++q-|'l

Ca+fud5
y ui{ig-fs&used for diapers.

“eattai/

ybu open that/lup and, you know, it's just a bunch o' down like,

aaeiermee, They sacked that up,and—%hey'EaEkEmbf@ﬁ%aé%ey—yenébmaW7—aad\Je“
had pampers long before the White man diglsj

B98?-€E3:____.—~———““—“
,GRﬁCEh\JSe-thegfzgéy dumped it out Ml when tgg; got too used up, you

know,

BOB: Oh, you'd put‘éﬁzeé?around the inside of a sack or cloth and tie
it around the kid?

Shill it . .
GRACE: A/1 And thAaround the kl%} xem=rme, so the kid was warm
and everything else,
BOB: Then when it got pretty well soaked up, you'd just throw it away?
GRACE: I don't think it ever soaks4;£%they'say. It kind o' drys itself,
Fou-kgow,, right off, I guess. You never heard of a Indian kid with a
sore butt, rash,and all this stuff that they're always talkin' about today.
The Indians have it now, too, but in olden times you never heard of the
Indians having that. But that's what they used then and that's how the
babies were kept. S Yo
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. . ou
BOB: While we're talking about babies now, did g%ey have what we call
(4 -

midwives in the old days, iwesead—ef—dortors—row—armt—trospitets—yrou—so—ta_

Fat—studfT
GRACE: Oh, yes, I guess*.that in every camp whenever somebody was ex-
that was

pecting children there was always somebodxnthere. Even some of the men

were midwives’or whatever you call 'e?, And they had medicines to deliver

fasthj} a child was taking its time coming, sew—kmew, why, they had medi-
born faster and

cine to give 'em so that they couldApe delivered faster,

BOB: Do you happen to happen to know the names of any of the men or the

women . who would help deliver childreﬂ?@pﬂma?4&r1hﬁﬁ~eﬁﬁ%ed¥~whe—had-haé

sg—puneirot—ehitdrer-thEmeliosi——

GRACE: Oh, it usually was a medicine man, I think., I know, when I was

14
going to have my first baby, I had my baby at home.too., My mother took

care of me for my first 3 children. My first baby, %%m
only naturaljP Ekm,they thought it was so long, you know. I suffered so
long that they went after this old man. His name was Gray Hawk. He came
and he gave me some medicine and the next 15 minutes or so my baby was
born. But'I think' it was really time,4pou-tenew, because I had suffered
about sewmetirimg—+ike 22 hours and that's a long time, yeuo—aQul. So’ I
think' that baby was pretty darn eager to get out himself by then, you
know, and with that medicine it maybe foreed him out, yew—lemews It might
have. I don't know, I didn't really believe in ip’but I took it because

I was sick, miserable, and tired.

BOB+——Trredy—igr—

GRACE: So I took it and he was born, but then I lost him when he was about
: whqogma Cough. o :

3 months old with T We lost so many babies it seemed like among

the Indian people after they started puttin' them in the houses and we got

so many other kinds o' diseases, too, I think. In the olden times I don't

7 . e Soevewoveon U
think diabetes was ever heard of andf I think, 5ge?7£;:;3}—Endian-vn—the-

reservat ion . hes—ctriretesn,
BeB: _ Too.-muek STEST .

Z>ne =
G * S r.doosat-t—meke—tieetese—0tTrCITY 10045 00,
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fich about that.

BOB: Oh, ya, I doN't know too

GRACE: It's starchy\ foods th.  make diabetes. Well, anyway, that's what
I read. _
BOB: Ya, well, that's .. right.

GRACE: And like rice -,d\,ll these commodity stuff that we get, you know,
Amz& all full o' rj

ye don't havg the money to buy all the essential foods

an
e all\he tim%z«ﬁlﬁ flour. The Indians eat so much
bread, you know,

that we do need Yike milk and bﬁ\ter and things. Course, we get all that

‘:§§IKHR Would there be any kind of specidl celebration when a new child was
born?whe&—yeﬁ—were—sté&&—ﬁﬁﬁ%—a—&é%%le-gé&éﬁfmﬁ...
GRACET—W=weIl, l....
OB et e— I — TP Tre it Seebrer Hrbar b oty
GRACE: Well, ya, they had special occasions for naming a child, weou=—lcarersy

especially a first born, you—knowg\aﬁdrzgét was always kind of a big deal,

and they had a big feed for them, youwRmew and a lot o' give away. Oh,
Some were embayhssing

1&MLAMUU'8 lot o' things that they had occasions for.segeyhegs—tonmd pbegd cspecially

afterp A
AR you went to school —~Feu—temew, and got to understand things it seemed

liks) but yorkreuw.,. maybe in their own way it was something special ~bea,
to them. Like a girl having her first menstruation was a call for a cele-
bration, too, because she was turning into womanhood, yeu-emewr—orrt—tirst
wae—eeﬁséée;eé—ﬁwuégzzzahsut, of course, when you do that in public, that's
kind o' embarrassing to the girl, yew-kinsews. I don't suppose it was in the
early times, —yewu—twmew, because they didn't know the difference, but once
yvou went to school--like me.,,, I know they did that to me after I went to
school and I thought that was the most embarrassing thing that ever hap-
pened to me,

BB

GRASEs And T still wasn't menstruating yet, but theyrmadg that celebration
for meggouw~knows I 'spose in the hope of making me ‘/ 1 “or some-
thing. I don't%ﬁ%ﬂ' You know, everthing was an occasion for the grand-

a‘ways
parents to do. My grandparents werelldoing things like that., <—wes—3ust-




" ke was forever giving

away things, wew—kmows At the first dance when I came home from schooltqu,:

"My grandaughter went away to school and she's back now so I want this

person to have this and come and shake her hand." Oh, I used to feel so

embarrassed, yoeuleow. I didn't think that that was a call for anything to

celebrate’ but to them it meant something, pew—ismew, and & you had to.

So I never went to Indian dances,—sewo=frmew, for that purpose because I

didn't like to be called in the middle of the whole gathering, weu-kaowr
erse

My grandmother enjoyedAiﬁéﬁunggiving away stufflgg;; shefneeded.

BOB: Would there be any other times when there'd be a special celebration

for the whole tribe?’yﬂ“ ot e Tt a—ie Sttt e Ty CIT I, L 1R C

thatr—

GRACE: T really don't know about them kind o' things, but F-deo—knew

thetrrrr—lli—fattrer——mny dad used to tell us that they would have certain
(?)
times of the year when they'd have what you'd call WaukawgCheepee they

used to say. That's where all the medicine men and WOMEN . ?bu know,
there was some medicine women t00... @& would get together and they would
have a big celebration where they all tested each other's powers, I guess.
You know, what one could do and to see if one person could do just as well
as the other guy, how great was their power. 1 'spose, it's like ﬁ%ﬁfgreat
intelligence one man has against the other one just

1ike the doctors aﬁnrgsamm. Some are specialists and somehéggg;erent area,

yor-teacu, 1 always compare it that waz; You—HRotir

Pt to my own mind that's the way I always think. So there again is some-

’

thing that I always think compares with the White man's YEX:S
BOBs _ Slrg—Weti—F—spose—eti—bhings do.le'lre sll-poonle and-we—odl.

have the—aemmeT. . . Do fﬁll’lgs dlIIeI‘enbly et St SFe—tEo—eart—and—irare

some fun, f.:'g"‘”" A= TS S I = U VY 3 13 oy = s T M ~E- L =Y L B E 328

S —————
~>4[hen they'd have
o arnd delomis L q s s
GRACE: Ya. se—thet-la—omre uctas:oqwaﬁﬁyqlagaoaug a certain time

of the year when they used to have Buffalo Dances, I guess, A<

BOB: Can you remember those or was that before your time? +
do &
GRACE: That was before my time. They dithhem more—-1ikel Ft, Totteneuy




Lth of July celebration, hey'd do them just for T PUESE\ entertainment
then, )L%’&. -Bu’a—t-h-es-e?eople originally did themMMnd these
were their children, 1 'spose, %ﬁﬁfggey would be more like in my grende
ethertas=—mz= mother's time. See, I don't think they themselves used to

be able to do them~yeu~lcacwy befor?) but it came down to them.babzif
never went on furtherﬂ*ﬁggt% I think was very bad because it could e{hﬂue
been carried on through, beeswse i&vs in certain families that they do

gar™ e Cerewmony],
themi: A1l Indians, you know, were not the same.

RoB—Hor~

different
eR#SFs The certain families ,—diollemery, had tﬂﬂﬂ!h‘!& ways of doing things,
or they were known for this certain thinglo;-eeme%héng.and it was passed
on to the next generation and came on down. I 'spose, that's how it was

turn
kept alive maybe, but ¥¥ke when it came down to ourdiuun, why, we were

never taught them things., Fhet*s—how Ctome—we domr-tsrrr Ttk

saly-one—tadyr—yet—thot—used—to b Im thisrere—BuffaloDanco—and—thetts
e '
. o bhipier—t—ireard-thob—shels—one—of—lon-—thatuset—o—ad 0
%
BOB: Well, did the people in the s government or in the ekt
Indian quit

agency try to makedpeopleAnﬂl? doing those things?
GRACE: Why, sure, that's how they all stopped! you-kmows, A lot of these
things just sort o' went out of existence.because of that, youwtmew. Every-

thing was called pagan, ard—thes—were—scaredt—of—them——or—something, OOy,

Like the Sun Dances, I think.1ﬂmw"just made ‘'em quite I don't think we
Og/als

ever had Sun Dances in this area} but ~seey down in the n&zﬂlh people that's

one of their main dances,

BOB: And now we're trying to learn all those old ceremonies again.

GRACE: Yes, and, I"think, they're just kind o' working other things in

there that wasn't even supposed to be in there. 'Cause my grandmother be-

longed to that tribe and my mother-in-law did. My husband's mother was an

old Indian ‘aby. She taught me a lot o' things like how to jerk meat, you

know, and how to make this pemmican and the cornballs and stuff. She taught

that's
me. I saw my grandmother do thenv but, &a&,ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬁ&usuwhen I was too young

B
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and I never noticed so I didn't know. But when I got married and had my
children, then we went back to Montana and lived with my inlaw, my mother-in-
law., ©She taught me a lot o' things. And my mother was always in a Sister
School because she became an orphan when she was & years old and she stayed
in Sister School until she was 18 and she got married and went home. #gd
ee-ﬂgef% saidg /8he never knew nothin' about the Indian ways of doing things.‘
But my grandmother used to teach her a lot of things, too, after she was
married because she had to cook and sew and do the things that the Indian
women did, woANMWMey. She never had to because she was in Sister School and
the sisters did all the cooking and everything, ybwefidwe Course, she did
We cleaning and one thing and another and washing and stuff., She was an
awful clean woman, my mother,

BOB: Did the older Indian women belong to any kind of wom@n's society?

HunKas Felodions
GRACE: Ya, the Netég they call 'em. The wigssstet®® They call 'em. All
o K3 A0 )
these women used to paint themselvesp too, at dances. You had to recognize

00W"‘h‘ ?
that they belonged to the society. And then they had the OWbha Society,

but that was just an ordinsry dance something like they do now, pew—lerow,
BOB: Was that just for women? somaha Hunks
GRACE: Well, it was for men and women--that Owaha. But the Ny, T
think, were all women. See, these ladies here were adopted by a different
person and they did it as an honor although they had a family of their own.
Like I'11 say, "I'll go and adopt you.®™ .And I'1ll go and give away a whole
bunch o' stuff in honor of that occasion,o;—whateue%-yeu*d-ca&&-it,—fea—
—“rowy and so then you would be my son and I would be your mother., So there

’!eﬂ“! you belonged to the societyé'But then it would be a girl, see.
A\ 4

BOB: WWwWw. Can you tell me about the family relations in the Sioux Tribe

7
. Sanfee® . . . . .
or in the P Like—for—us—Wirttes—mow—tevre—my—mothor—aadmy father=in-

"‘JS;'\'F"‘C'”C RG-S FsteT S ane (,uuo.:_l'}.s, twos—tt ot Terert—tiar—tihat—in
tma sFeNTEvVe NMaybe someone that you'd carr bruuhel"%
yevr—blood—brotller or your Uuncle Mignt—beyourmothertes—brether; o might

be—your.father le—maele?
GRACE: Like all my sisters.... I have‘6/but now there's only 5 of 'em.
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Qur children will call us all mother.

know--
BOB: Oh, that's what I wanted to,W44M# those things.
BRACE: Ya, see, like our children.... We're all the mamas., Of course, my
kids don't do that rmfmre and neither do my sister's children do that, but
like me, like my mother's siiter, seg, I always call her mama and her
children are my brothers and(sisters. Do—pov—set—itr—
BoBr—¥e-
GRAGET——Aﬁﬁ-éékxyShe Jgé my mother and her children are my brothers and my

sisters’ but me#e if she has a brother, then he's my uncle
BQRs Yay,néme-witn—ua» ‘,——————~—""__—_”;:D

GRALES @nd his children are my cousins,-but-riat would be cw1&grbrother's

) . ) Yheir childrenare our .
51dg}bct if she had sisters, thenA%heyﬂaeaaun brothers and sisters. But

her brother's children--that's where an inlaw comes in, her sister—in—{iﬁ;>

BB —%rr
?
RECH: This other way she hasAUl brother-in~law, but it doesn't matter,
The sisters are all mothers to us.
BoB+—Fa;—F-—<see.

GRAGE:> That's the way the relationship goes. For years and years it went

like that until our generation came inﬂ’ﬂﬁfﬁ&rﬁtjﬁe:i?ﬁi*5"’b

SIDE THO e were ). [if s pord
BOB: Ifﬁi married your daughter and you would be my mother-in-law, you
would not to talk to me and I would not talk to you directly. If I wanted

my wife
to get a message to you, I'd talk t%' and then she'd talk to you. Do

the Sioux do the same thing?

GRACE: Ya, then for instance,igou went out hunting and you killed something
| howre and you yove i}

big like a deer or a goose or something, then you brought 124‘“Mﬁu

'/
e me,a"‘f'lbe your mother-in-law then you'd have the right to talk to me, ﬁ,«,J %w

BeB+—0ir ,
NN
LRACT: If I made you a pair o' moccassins, then I had a

t )
right to talk to youjotherwise}you don't do that,wh?bu can't talk to each

P b B |
other. Sse,-there—are—some-wastidyourtrdttottrrrr—What—8o—Fotv—eott—bhet—

[» N N o
anywasrr—hA-treaty—or-—sometaIng®




-56Bs Vg, 1 seao ko OTT-meoIT:
Vhat werdiks o b S -

A : & treaty ldse between the two. of you. You're like an enemy to
each other, you know. You do something good to him and he does something
good to you, yewrXENOW You become friends. You can talk to each other,
Otherwise you just stay put in your place and she stays put in her place
over here.

BOB: That sounds like a good idea:today. .
their children's
GRACE: Ya, at the rate some of these parents buﬂ(intoAlhﬁinvfamilies,
why, I think that would be a good idea. They should o' kept that up.
BOB: That's died out pretty much now, huh?

VL )
GRACE: Oh, ves, they SalY T uell out of cach other now! -Bepeedstiv—ie

s o f Cust
A e e o wm B =T = z it " ;' c 2¥alaVatal m was more of a wk’

7o show respect, I think. That's what it was. It wasn't that they were enemies.

They respected each other. Then peace was made, you know, or something.

Gere—tlrep—a—Little—frectomrto—sadde—to—eaelr—other, But that's the way it

is among the Sioux people.tooy I know my sister.... Her daughter married
a White man. She'd be telling her daughter what she wanted told to her
husband, you know, and then my niéce would be telling her husband what
the mother had said and, I guess, he got sick of it and he told her, "Well,
I'm just as human as she is and she is just as human as I am. Tell hgr

to talk toA‘in&. " So now she just bawls him out and everything. Iﬂw
he might be sorry that he did. (/aughs),

i cUD (1

GRAEET AN, ttis—craTy.

BOB: What kind of houses did most of the Indian people have when you

were just a little girl?

GRACE: Log houses
BB TR a S
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LRACEr Ond tents, tepees. It always seemed like every Indian home had

a tepee. Nowadays you very seldom seem them.

people living in
BOB: No. When did that change over? Now you don't segAtent or tepee?
About when did they start building homes like this, you know?
GRACE: Oh, probably in the 30's. You know, like in the depression. When
Roosevelt came in, everything seemed to get kind of nice., TYou know, you
got help and you had more to spend it seemed like, you know. Before that,
you know, money was very scarce, Once you had all these programs made
out, you know, and the Indian people really went to work and tried to, you
know, modernize their homes and whatnot. I think)then it was a break.
BOB: How did you make a living during the 30's? It was a hard time for
White people I know,
GRACE: I really don't know how we ever managed.
BOB: You had little kids then, too, I 'spose, huh?
GRACE: Ya, I don't know., My old man used to always.... One thing about
my old man, He always had money., He had big allotment in Montana and so
he always had a lot of lease money and so we were better off, I think,
a lot o' times.... T kno;ZE; folks used to have real bad times and we
were able to help them and that was right during the depression. I think,
it was a land sale or something, but instead of giving you your whole
sale money right at that sale——of course, the farmer thatAszgsazyﬁug the
land must of been having a hard time too. So, see, he was allowed to
- pay Jjust so much every month and so we had that money to go on and that
went on all during the depression time and that's how, I think, we got
along prettyﬂzzisi And we alwaziaganaged to put in a garden, too, you
know, and then we had chickengﬂdhlk?time so, I think, we got along pretty
well, T know my folks got along pretty well, too, because they always

put in a garden, too, but during this depression is when all this topsoil

was blowing away and the gardens were very very bad. You know, the
and
pototoes didn't get blgﬂi' the corn dryed up or the grasshOppers came and

ate 'em up and one thing and another. So whatever you managed yﬂh get

you sure had to conserve it and use it to good purpose.
e
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BOB: Did quite a few people hunt:to get food too?

GRACE: Oh, yes, my old man used to hunt all the time, but even the birds

were pretty bad.

BOB: Oh. Skinny?

GRACE: Yes, because of no grain and everything was drying up. I know,
all day long

we used to sit for days with our lamp li§4because of the dust blowing.

You know, it was just like night. And if we came from out in the .

country.... I used to live in a little log house out in the country at

that time and by the time we got to the fort over here we'd be just black

from that dirt blowing. Just blowing away, you know, and that's after all

this Soil Conservation and one thing and another came in, you know, when

you couldn't plow up the fields like they did before., Just stripfarming

or whatever you called it came in.

ég%é> What kind of programs did Roosevelt have here in the 30's? Did

they have like a WPA?

GRACE:




