IVANFQHRISTIANSON EXCERPT Region 16 McHenry County Granville
BOB: Now, your dad was William Christiansonw¢1& Adna Yo o /J:?Sj

2672 Vilhere did he come fromskewgt—

. Migne Sof a
IVAN: Well, his home was in Red Wing, Jisstsesselk and that's where he

oltl

started railroading about 1890756£i/%ﬁ@®e.——He—;eégy%ith Wisconsin

Central, which is now the Soo Line. He worked around down there until

the Panic of 189%) Yotr*ve—resd—sabout—that?—

BOBYT Y&

PANs And that's when he come out in this country lookin' for a job.

There was a lot o' jobs just opening anggkd the Great Northern because

it was just a new line, He had worked a day or two in some points in

Montana before he settled here., They had what they called "boomers",

you know, railroading. ’These "boomers" would travel all over the

country and work a few weeks here and a fewnu&k’ there just as tele~-

graphers., My dad wasn't really a "boomer". He was just lookin' for a
py“*amwx'place to settle down,

BOB: Now, I never heard o' that before, I've heard o' "boomers", but

.not of railroad "boomers".

IVAN: Oh, ya! Theretﬁégtmany railroad "boomersY, Fheyld—eome—and

works... WAA}, It%?émasonal work on the railroad in those times ettt

Was-in-the—feldl ol-the~reer from the middle o' September until the last

of November.&ﬁéffﬁe railroads needed a lot of extra operators at that

time/in that period because they run so many more trains.

BOB: Oh, grain trains? R

IVAN: Grain trains, ya. You know, in those days they didn't have'mﬁ/*‘vw

storage on the farms or anything else, All they had was theseugigza-

tors along and they had to move their grain. I can remember when I

from

was workingbaad we had grain backed upADuluth clear to Granville,

grain standing on the sidings here waiting to get into Duluth.
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BOBr—th+

~FF4N+ That was back in the 20's, It was always just one big Push in

] ’ ,
the fall and that's how I got started/las a telegrapher. It was in Septem~
ber. Then o' course, I kept right on going. ¢%V
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IVAN: They had 2 or 3 draylines herefp localdin here and they
would unload freightéﬁg—théfgg;gggg ?robably a quarter of a m%le down the
track,«'éust throw it off/™ The drays would be all day'f%ég;g;gyit.
BOBs+—0n?

SHAN—Tz. That was when the town was booming,ew—dermow, and there were
no trucks haulin' anything. Everything come in by rail. They had a local
every day both ways. One started in Devils Lake comin' this way and one
from Minot goin'%é:fgézgzgsz%Qw Many trains, many trains. Course, there
weren't over 40 to 50 cars on a train. That's about as~gg%g as they could
take, Course, LO cars 2%bgu1te a bit o' tonnage for those old engines,
BOB: Ya. Well, you had 2 locals. What time would‘g%&s—beﬁéé%ég;fhatiwmr-
uwere—sayin fbu0y¢0¢ﬂﬂﬁ
IVAN: Well, when I started working, we had those then in '24./41 hung

around the depot an awful lot when I was a kid and I learned telegraphing

when I was 8 years old. Idbearoumd—atot—you—tkrew,—just—as—a—tkids
I remember the locals. Now they don't even have a local anymore., The
through trainrdoes its spotting. But we had what they call wéigh cars.
That was LCLE;:?;handiszfﬁn there., They'd probably have 20, 25 of those
cars in the train. They had 3 or 4 made up W out of Chicago.just Frem
this area from Minot to Devils Lake, YAm\ and that's why there was so
much work in these division points like Minot and Fargo: Those cars
would come in there and break bulk and then they'd sortﬁgut for each train
route, you might say, like the locals between Minot and Devils Lake, d%”/%
They'd make up cars with freight in there just for that liney AndAthe
line from Minot to Wiliiston. They'd make up a car or 3 or L4 cars, if

A

necessary, /for those towns. That was quite an 1ndustrstad that wée all
completely-hgggi;d on the railroad. They don't handle LCE, What they call
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BOB: Well, that meant that they'd just group the cars in Chicago or seme=
plaee or Minneapolis so that they wouldn't have t'....

IVAN: Break bulk anymore. They'd come out here and put 'em on the local
made up just for this area. .

BOB: You wouldn't have to openttheddoor on the €ﬁzggfuntil tﬁzgagot to

IVAN: Right. Ya, they'd have so many cars. Well, even when I was in

Fargo, s&heytdtmvethe assistent—eagent—and—the ddntshapperwrtiT 1935

That was still a big deal there in the Fargo freight office of making up
16

these cars for these areas, but the trucks got thaty” Now they have what

they call the piggyback. You know, they have these trucks on flat cars.

EEE@{{%ey’ll come to Minot and then they'll take the motor and hook on the

trailer and distribute the freight around town. It's killed off all the
work in the freight houses. “Well;—youhknow,—=at—the—end—ofMainStreet—in—

mostly.

BOB: How many trains would you have stopping in Granville on a typical
day in about 19247

IVAN: Well, we had 09, 10, 29 and 30. That's the ones that stopped here.
Well, 09 and 10 stopped at every station. 29 and 30 stopped at just the
junctions, you know, like hereé%ﬁ'Towner and Rugby and Churchs Ferry.

BOB: Wherever there was a branch line going out, I 'spose?

IVAN: Ya, at—wiat—they—ealled—unctions;—youtcnow— %
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JHNT  Pr at a county seat. They had to stop there. I don't know if that

was a law in those days ST ThEyHe St st theytrad—tostop—threre— s

kTIoWs Mfen we had this Zr‘anch come down AP here out of Sherwood

betmeraddeer® and run into Minot and come back out in the afternoon and go
up &k the branch. But we hadg3 andok andsl andoR that didn't stop here.

They were what they call flyers.

BOBr—Were—theyfreishts—or—passengers?™
IV&N?-NOqt%%%?:m31£:§§§55§§€?§f?aiﬁﬁt —¥Eese were all passenger trains.
That's where I started railroadin'. Iggot the contract for $10 a month

fiolthangnthe mail foero. h in the mornlng. It went through here about

".:;Ehey 'd pick it up on tggﬁé;?“*“‘\\j;
%a'7aﬁ“a4«£é??,4av e ncecl AAcrrees

BOB+—Oh—ie—that—»isht., Q +
’ J/nu/n 4‘0 %

AN t—YFe, That was quite a job. They'd take the mallﬂand put 1t-éewn
! /(ei ouch e .
'nﬁiﬁz—depz;, 'I%—was—a&}—pafee}. Tha%*s~a&%'ﬂ% was ﬁ@g letters, dmam'ZBey'd~

Xo the night before in the morningg
take it downAthe depot and I'd have t' get u
Thépecwas one girl in high school named Beatrice Markley and they lived

in The
right next to us. You know, you'd get up ﬁhatheaf&y4morning it was pretty

dark a lot o' times. I was scared t' death so I always whistled going

down. She said I always woke her up whistling. But that's how I got
started railroadin', I guess. That was a mail contract:—ffi;’:>

E%&Nf——Weégg;igks was in about 1920, I was about a freshman in high

school.

aysgettint—jobs—Lfer—me You know where-we lived

in Xown, don't ya? That whife house?

pigs and
there was empfy lots right across ther¢., Well, I r iseq‘chickens

and all thad, re, Hampshire hogs. You

was quite a deal over t

know these belded hhbgs? Very prolific, you knpw?

BOB: Ya.

IVAN: They'd Have 35, 20 to a litter. Thaf was quite a deal.

BOB: Your dad kept yowu busy?




BOB: i i i ¢ Was %é;;
kind o' tricky hangin' %g on that hook so that they could pull it off?
IVAN: Well, yes, it was like this. It was a big steel band with arms

coming out. Wheﬁ—éa—useT*%heyshung—like—%hésy—%atgiﬂﬁﬂ~m%°“ Fear—rent=l o

The pouch had an iron ring on #een each end,

ggey and it was belted in the middle with a strap. +hese-ringe—end ybu'd

pull these arms down and hook the pouch through these rings. Then you'd

be standin' there and then the guy on the mail train had a steel outfit so
that when they'd come along there, they would throw this out and then
they'd catch that pouch. Ya, that was quite a deal ‘in those days. You
had good mail serwice. All those trains handled mail®

BOB: Would they ever miss it?

IVAN: Oh, once in awhile they'd miss it. They always kicked off the mail
at the same time and & lot o' times thatU)uget under the wheels of the
train and get all cut t&@ pieces. I know‘ one time I was working as oper'a’t:o:r?E
down at Evansville, w and that Winnipeg Limited came. Course,

in those days the only job I couldnszggwas 3rd trick. That would béﬁagd—
night to 8:00za.mes You'd have to stand out there with a hoop and hand up
orders to these trains, you %now. This No, 8 Winnipeg Limited really come

out
down the hillsA One night I was standink{hp there holdin' up orders and

darkK,
the mail pouch ~Swst went right by my)gﬁésﬁigﬁé—tﬁét. They threw off the

t He
mallﬂ'ame time and the guy got a little careless and ££%g3§£—it off right

close to the depot. They're supposed to be careful oﬁfthat,—butfgﬁét was
one thing I was always afraid of as long as I was railroadingferﬂater
years, they got stands to put the train orders in, but Hou used to have t!'
stand out there with a hoopﬁﬁe—ge;rghose orders to ‘'em,

BOB: And they'd snag 'em on?

IVAN: He'd stick his arm out and catch 'em, see,

BOB: With his hand?
IVAN: Ya.
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BOB+—Not—with s, .

down
JVAN:—Ne, The fireman or head brakeman would geﬁ“-. on the engine there

and he'd lean way out the window and grab it with his arm,with—a—woodesn

that, see.,.~» Oh, that wag‘aihqp, I tell ya.
BOB: Vo . it Lo Tilee—it Tibes

IVAN: Oh, boy. Some of those engineers would see their order board out
order for when

for what we call a 19, that's a cautlon Ny ¢ they picked up orders,

§aayar§g%fgﬁu;d do it on the run, see. Red light you had t' stop. Yellow

light or what they call 19, why, he should keep goin'. ©H}!T hung a lot

of 'em on the front end of the engines in my lifetime, I'll tell ya. It

wasn't bad on the rear end. I was standing up orders down here one timees®

That was the-eld—depet and some planks slid off of a fdat car and went

right into the wesa end of the depot,dewnr—tere agd I was standing out there
up this
on the platfornisgge@ I was supposed to be handlng/w order#g. I'll
a scary thing.
tell ya, that‘m%gr

This used to be quite a train order station because of the fact that they'd

o
what we called Ycleared up‘PUlp They'd get all their orders out o' Minot
and they'd/get delayed or something, Well, this was the first station

that'd get orders to 'em.and so this was quite a heavy order station.
BOB: You mean, some central office would telegraph to you?

IVAN: Ya, the dispatcher's office. That's %%ﬁ% we worked with on the
trains.

BOB: What kind of orders would they have? Pick up so many cars in Minot
or somethin' like that? )

IVAN: Well, No 7 .?ngine,,;Qgé meet/’eng:me W 399 at Denbéazu instead ofat
Pdun
Towner,,Sée, if was delayed'b‘They'd keep changing things like that.

It was the dispatcher's job to keep the trains moving. They probably
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started out at Minot for to meet at Towner. Well, they got delayed there
in Minot a little longer than they figured so if the other guy comin' west
could make Denﬁsigh for him, why, then they'd change the meetin?, They
couldn't change it until they got orders for both trains. %&’train et hat
had the right over the other train always had to get their orders firs?}or
the operator had to repeat the orders first. It was quite complicated.and

R

a real safety. There was hardly ever any human failure'ca—=#t. We have a
rule book that thick regarding those train rules. They had certain rules
that you had to go byix;xggzher thing, in those days when I started out as
a telegraph operator really on my own in '24, you had to know how to tele-
graph. That was your first examinatioQ,in telegraphy. Now, they don't
even have a telegraph operator. It's all phone. I can remember as a kid
here in the depot, There was Ziigerators, 2nd trick and 3rd trick, and
dad and mother an& a warehouse right here at this little station.heres
BOB: So you had somebody 24 hours a day in the station®
IVAN: Ya, that was a going thing up until about in the 30's. That's when

“things got so darn tough,-yowrknrew, on the railroads. They laid off a lot
of help and closed a lot of stations.,smd—stuffIike—thats A lot of 'em
lost their jobs. No, that's quite a deal,this railroadb74lt’s so much

different now than it was then. It's all computer now, you know. They

even talk on the phones to the computers to order the grain Ao)wsand stuff.

ealll Oh TS do—Firey
Theyvgbt the

He regulates and

puts\them in the giding anci1 't
use any orders At all.

BOB: Oh, I gee.




la-gya 'y P
AN They heve—that-all the way fremhrere—to—t

tes—Ouys—up in

They're talking about

bere, They still use train orders down here, but it's all phone now.

But the branch lines in those days,-ypew—ienew, used to have an agentjgzgry
station} prettyt'near) and that was all telegra’d in those days. There—wes

il
¥ery—Ffewanems,, There was one branch that runs out o' Stanley to Grenorafhad

z /‘7»“""’ ol 4y 3t Bk Tk ) foor ondonh? fo F:ov i
MJ%&L%M o e JF2L.

BOB: Would you have quite a few trains comint through here at that time
o$ night?

: y

—BeB+—0T——
IVAN: There was trains all the time, There was one dispatcher,' I'11
never forget him., His name was Bob Strom. I think, he's still livingnm Q
there )/’ Mino?™ . We had this &NJ,‘VG% out in the middle
o' the track. He had me up there. I was a greenhorn. He had me up there
half the night climbin'., T think’ it was just the idea to keep me awake,
see., He had me up there climbin' thatféma/"fvto see if a train was
comin', I'll never forget that. He did that for 2 or 3 nights before I

got wise to it, you know,

BOB: You mean he'd telegraph you and tell you to climb up there.
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IVAN: Ya. He'd tell me to climb up there and tell me to see if/lso-and-so
was comin' out o' Norwich or somethin'. So I'd cli@b up there and look and
come back and, no, no, I couldn't see anything?z We‘used to get the World
Series, you know. We had one of the main switchboards here. The World

Series used to come over telegraph then.,

BIAN: So I plugged into it and then I'd get on the phone and phone it up-
Haom o it wrotr & . . .
town, see, and the ball or strike or somethin' like that,or run.
Yo—t—dtd—bhattboo —ardthotwers—before—f—staitted—rerisinl ,
BoBr—Frreytd—rur—tire—Worid Seritsorer—tetegraph?
AN ——Cly—aray
—BAB+—NoTJUSE Scores now an—thesn-but—so—apt—so—was—at-bhat?
’ ji was just like radio only they did it with telegraph.

Bopr—+li-ho dowmred,
FrENr Ya, that was quite a source of communication, you.knows, that tele-

graph.

Keys
BB8: And you I€arned to—p erate st Py —stsbdrt-—around the
offise?

IVAN: Xh, ya. Tt just takes an awful 10 ,if practice. It's just like
typing. learnt that just by ﬁahginge'"oﬁ‘d the depot with dad. He'd
practice with™ge and stuff. You knoy, it get klnd o' fascinating. You
get so you want t' listen to 1t. fou want to b- able t' read it. -+H—tismtt-
sapau&rllke somebody talkln .t ya, ¥ was later on invn930.... See, it was like
I was tellin' ya before hat £he rush of the season\ \was always in the fall
of the year from September 0 the last of November. hen they wouldn't
have the 24 hour servick, The 'd probably lay off an oR gerator or two eswm
pecially 3rd trick. ou always h d what you call 1st and Lnd tricks., Dad
was the agent and N%y had an Operater. The 2nd trick operdxor worked from
L to midnight; see, Well, then they'd'arobébly blankeé&from e"dnight il
8:00 in the/morning, but they would have ay operator at Towner p obably

2L hoursq see. Anyway, I just got a temporary job there for my flr t job.
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as ar\operator. Course, I worked what you called theg, //Sf for, I

-

travellin' all over the country. khow, you spend a half ef—
o M

ime travelling, but it was all #mb

somebody.

WaS

dy/Asick or somebody needefl a few days off or something,

IVAN: If some 6

IVAN: No, this was after '24.
BOB: 6h.
JVAN: See, I didn® , L or 5 years, but I just kept
working gt what they called 'eaxfra /il*. Well, I know I went down to

Churchs Ferry and rdlieved gfhe agent there for probably a week or 10 days
while he was on vacgtion And I went up into Canada. They had that line

into Winndpeg out of /chs Ferry—-not Winnipeg but Brandon. That went

right into Brandon, e. There was quite a lot of traffic especially

bananas and fruit f£fpm the 8South would go up that way. Oh, I don't know,
There's a list i:fhe"e maybe of some of the jobs T worked attaround the

countrye.

BOB: Oh, ya*x Now, How many people were there in Granville when you were

Working‘he;é in '24 a¥% the depot?

Craville - 5247
BOB: €;<ﬂﬂﬁiﬁf75r‘§§budﬁdow many people were working at theﬁdepot threTr?

Your dad was the agent and your mother was the cashier,

IVAN: Ya, and then there was a day operator and telegrapher, srd—tihremr—tirere
8 'til 4 in the afternoon
He worked from \gpeiteséesssitesedegsy ¢ Peiswas—
1S WS

fRre—tsttrick—operasier, besides dad., Then the 2nd trick man come on
at 4 o'ctock and work 'til midnighﬁland then there'd be a 3rd trick from
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midnight 'til 8:00 a.m. in the morning. The reason for that was%
dad was kind o' busy -amewmé runnin' things and he couldn’'t tend to

because Yo, s Mo aravy Diacro .
train orders/l I'11 tell va, it just kept one man busy on them train orders,

hgd—eetrrememborrr, ., Well, the fact is afterA&5ég%§%3:33é£2ggreiwe—ge¢.

R Y
o ins—meren.,, e finally had to put in ougkéhone line keme because

they'd be trying to call me from Minot to come down to the depot, ses,.
at Vhe deeo? hal¥
e I was on a country line and I was downNskesms the time so I talked
here for

wigh Northwest Bell. They built this }ine hame acrossu&é’lﬁ'ﬂl USe

About L4 or 5 o'clock in the morning''they'd call me to come down to the de-
pot4%ﬁ§¥A35.engineahad broke down or something. Oh, we couldn't move any

: : : so%lwm%"
trains against 'em 'til they got some orders out, see, walk up there
through that snow. I'11l tell ya, that was rough going.
BOB: Then they'd telegraph the orders to ya to tell the trains what to
do®
IVAN: Ya. Ya, that's quite a complicated affair that railroad.

peIore

ste)s sp S TON emembe Lhe denoeb--there @ M"E’- he

A

BO

GO

branch lixe up to SherwoodAnd Mohall®?
IVAN: ©No, Xhat was abou¥f 190, or '05,
BOB: Ya, but\before tiat it must have|been terrifically busy here? I

suppose all tha fré7éht from that coyntry was un baded here?
Ya, all the way north. [

IVAN: Ya, well, {'know my Uncle Leondrd.... He [just passed away here
not too long ago./ Ye was a printer's Jévi/ jhen he came up here Igg%?/

summer, He usemfto dome up here and Wisit the flolks and he kifd o' helped

them out down ,ére at the print shop. | He used §o go by horse and buggy
up to the cougtry, you k ow, and stop fo at t;ese little place; and print

those newspapers up for thyse people.
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BOB: Oh, man!

IVAN: That was back in the 20's, It was always just one big rush in

the fall and that's how I got started railroading as a telegraph”&n

September and then, o' course, I kept right on going.

082-262

BOB: You were born now when?

IVAN: I was born July 26, 1905 right in what we call the sectioq:house

right over here,

BOB: The sectionhouse. You don't mean that house....

IVAN: Tt isn't there anymore. It's where the old depot.. It was the

depot's sectionhouse.

BOB: 0Oh, you mean right south o' here?

IVAN: Ya, just on this side o' the elevator--or on this side o' the

tracks., .

Well, did your fodks live in the.... When they built the new depot...

BOB: When did they build the new depot over there?

IVAN: No, there was never any living quarters in that.

BOB: There weren't?

IVAN: ©No, apparently when they built that.... I can't really say,

couldn't prove it but, I think that's when dad.... A lot of people say

dad built that house in town. He bought it right after it was built and

that's when they built this new depot.and that's when they moved into

town,

BOB: Oh, I see.

IVAN: And I was pretty small then. You know, I had # diptheria when T
.scrawny

was just a little kid. T was kind of %A-....' little cuss, I guess. I

guess some of these--theytre gone now. A lot of these young girls came

up in this country and they worked with their folks and they married and

they lived around here the rest of their lives, They used t' tell about

what a scrawny little kid I was,kind o' sickly or somethin', I don't

think I was sickly but....

BOB: No. Well, did both your dad and your mother work in the depot in

the warehouse there.
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IVAN: Ya, well, they worked in the office.

BOB: Your dad was the depot agent?

IVAN: He was the depot agent and mother was the cashier. They even had
a cashier, She did all the.... Well, each operator had their own work.
fhere was a lot of book work, you kné&. See, I was born in 1905, There
was a man by the name of James lLake., The fact is he quit here at the
Great Northern and went to work for the Soo Line down along Benedict or
down along there somewhere. The fact is that one of his relatives....
The Synods are down along Voltaire and Velva in there., He quit so....
Dad had quite a pull with him, He was a personal friend of Jim Hills,
see, and, o' course, they always said that he Egg a lot o' things ZQZHL
other agents

fon-him didn't and, I think, that's whyythey kept him on as long
as they did 'til he retired. Probably things were.... You know, in
the 30's things were pretty toughj but they let the folks work.and, T
think, there was that personal feeting with the railroad at that. Nowa-
days they wouldn't.... You know, if you were the President of ’
I don't think it'dsmake no differencej but, anyway, that's when mother
started, see., Well, then she took a leave of absence when I was born,
That was a little before 1905, This book here says 1905, but it was a
little before 1905 'cause then she took a leave of absence when I was
born and that's why we always had a hired girl at our place,

BOB: Because your mother worked?

IVAN: Because mother worked and dad worked.

BOB: Ya.

IVAN: Another thing that I sure remember during the flu epidemic of

'18 and '20, you know, and it was so bad. The folks were in the depot
all the time., My sister and I was home and we didn't get the flu, but
they were so careful., When they came home from the depot, why, they
washed their hands and they put a little bit of carbolic acid, I be-
leive it was, in the water and they did that everytime they handled
anybody's money down the depot and realicareful. Never got it. Never

got the flu. We were fortunate that way.
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BOB: Was that pretty bad in the rest of the town?

IVAN: O-oh, I'll tell ya, they just couldn't keep enough coffins here.,

BOB: Oh. |

IVAN: People were just dieing right and left. You see, it was practie

cally.... Well, it wasn't a homestead, but it was a lot of people just

trying to make a living on a farm., It was pretty tough in those days about

it. Ya, it was pretty tough. They didn't have too good o' buildings and

that. Oh, yes, there were a lot o' people.

BOB: Did they forbid public gatherings then during this epidemic at

church and school and so forth and everything?

IVAN: Oh, ya, they didn't have dances. That was a great thing, you know,

in those days. Well, I don't know-about that, but-then later on dances

was the big entertainment in this country, you know., They didn't....

BOB: They suspended all those?

JVAN: Oh,ya. They couldn't have no meetings or anything,I don't think,

BOB: Who was your doctor at that time?

IVAN: We had2§3different doctors, We had Dr, Davies and.... Well,

Orville could tell you more about their names than I can. We were living

up in that house.... Youkknow where that creamery is now and the old

creamery used to be right across from the bank there'l’ﬂa* Ficst 5'4"//}"7-7

BOB: Yes.

IVAN: That was a doctor's office. I know I had my adenoids taken out.

Dad came up:and got me and we walked down to the doctor's office there

and I had my adenoids taken out and walked back home again.

BOB: 0Oh, just like that.

IVAN: Ya, I don't know., He just took the wiresand stuck it up there, I

don't think that he ever gave me anything. And the fact is.... I don't
bouse.e.. You Ao Ww

remember who the doctor was, but iy that whlte .ﬁ'lb

llves,don't ya?

BOB: Yes.

?

IVAN: That white house right to the north of it. /Th?t was a hospital at
i yels

one time, It has a lot of little small rooms injeﬂ. That was a hospital
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in those days.

BOB: Ya, I think, Orville mentioned that.

IVAN: Ya, he probably did, ya.

BOB: Ya, it's a two story? It's kind of a nice lookin' house.

IVAN: Ya, it's still a pretty good lookin' house., Ya, I don't know why
I don't know more about this here Gramville that.... I just don't.

BOB: No, no, you're doin' fine. This sew railroad is a good thing to
get. We don't seem to have that many people that.... |

IVAN: 7You see, it was our life,

BOB: Ya, well, that's.... 0

IVAN: T used to go with dad down to thewh . Now, it sounds awful
foolish or maybe it isn't so, but we had a real bad blizzard here one
winter and dad had to get to the depot and take care of somethin'., He
‘and I bundled up and we took a big roll of twine and took that twine and
took it with us to the depot so we could find our way back home again.,
BOB: Is that right?

IVAN: That's right, ya. I can actually remember that.

BOB: Boy, that was a long twine to follow, wasn't it?

IVAN: That's what we used.

BOB: Ya. No, I've heard that before of people going from house to barn,
IVAN: Ya. No, sir, we used that all the way. I don't know whether dad
had it there by the case somethin' like that.

BOB: Oh, I 'spose, there were no trees or anything like that to stop the
snow so they just so it'd just drift like anything.

IVAN: No, it was just wide open. You know, nothin' to stop the wind or
anything. Well, you saw some of those pictures. Probably Orville showed
va. I don't know where b pilectures-are;-but fightin' that snow on the
railroad:%éésézgfiy somethin’,

BOB: Well, you started school here, I 'spose, about 19117

IVAN: Well, I was 7 years old, '12, You see, my birthday is in July so
I was 7 when I started. It'd be '75 so it'd be J§12,

BOB: Ya, '12.
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JVAN: T don't really remember going to school in that old buiding, but
I remember being in the new one. That was in the third year at Christmas-
time when we went in there.

what
BOB: I didn't ask Orville about this, but wea went on.... Now, of

activities

course, they've got all kinds of extracurricular eebiwdds in schools
and parties and basketball games and lots o' things like that. What
sorts of things was available for kids to do? Either in the school or
just for recreation? You know, the things that kids would like those
days.
JVAN: Well, there was--they were more hepped up on plays and literary
stuff. Well, we had basketball though.
BOB: Oh, you did?
IVAN: Oh, va. Ya, we had basketball, We had the old gas lights in the
gym and stuff like that. I never was too much of a basketball player, but
I did sit on thé bench though., One game.... I suppose I was a freshman
or something., I got called to go out t' the game. I went out there and
I twisted around somewhere and I hit my head on the ladder that was sittin'
in the corner and I knocked myself out before I even got in the game.
BOB: Oh, no.
IVAN: They sure used to kid me about that. That's when we had old gas
lights in the school. The gym there now--you know where the stage is?
BQP: Mem-m,
fVRN: That was the gym runnin'tthat way. Course, it's all been....
BOB: Oh, I see. I was wondering if you had....
IVAN: That's where the gym was.
BOB: It must have been pretty small?
IVAN: Ya, it wasn't a very big stage. It wouldn't hold many people
either, Ya, but I don't know why--g lot of baseball, you know. In our
town they'd hire a pitcher and a cé%her. Guys just went around the
country. "Boomers", you know, would come around in the summertime up
'in this country just to play ball and they'd probably give 'em a job

and $5 a month somethin' like that and somebody would feed 'em, There
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There was a lot o' that. There used to be a ball diamond right acrossed
here., Every 8unday somebodg,was playing.

BOB: Oh, right south here-of the house?

IVAN: Ya, right south.

BOB: On this field?

IVAN: Ya, this was all prairie, o' course.

BOB: You don't happen to remember any of the names of ball players that
you thought that were pretty darn good?

IVAN: ©No, I really don't. No, I don't but, I betcha, Orville could of
told ya.

BOB: Ya, he remembered a couple but not too many from Granville., He
knew a lot from some other towns around here.

IVAN: They had this Grant outfit up here at Bantry. They had a ball
team of their own family, I guess. They're still around here. The
‘Brandts, you know?

BOB: Oh, ya, I've heard about them.

IVAN: Then they had a ball team over here at--oh, not Burlington. What's
that town just beyond Burlington?

BOB: Donnybrook?

IVAN: Ya, Donnybrook. There was a family over there that were great
athletes.in those days. I forget what they called them. Well, there was
picnics and ball games in the summertime, but in school it seemed like
somebody was always havin' a play or somethin'.

BOB: Oh. |

IVAN: They had a lot of that; but they had basketball and, I 'spose, they
played baseball too, I think, they used to have a football team here.
It didn't go like it does now, o' course, but they still had football.
BOB: How about at Buffalo Lodge? Not just for school kids now but for
anybody?

IVAN: Oh, they had kind of a pavilion out there. A guy by the name of
Yunkon lived right out there and he had a pavilion. Oh, that was quite

a meeting place, you know. People from all over would come to the Buffalo




8
Lodge.
BOB: Who did you say lived out there?
JVAN: Yunkon. A guy by the name of Yunkon.
BOB: Yunkon?
IVAN: Yunkon. Y-o-u-n-k-i-n I think,
BOB: ©Oh., M-m-m, I've never heard of that. I didn't know there was a
pavilion out there., Which side of the lake was that on?
IVAN: That was just where you come down the hill and then you turn to
your right.
BOB: Oh.
IVAN: Course, we didn't come in this way. We used to have to come in
where Ralph Govel lives there., You know, that house without any paint?
BOB: Ya.
IVAN: You had to go in by his place and then around the hills, see.
This road that they gogugn there now has only been im about 15, 20 years,
Oh, yes, there was a pavilion out there. They had big deals.
BOB: Did they bring in dance bands then and play them?
IVAN: Oh, yes. Ya, you know, what we called dance bands.
BOB: Ya.
IVAN: We had a Allan Rolfrud around here. He's passed on, but he had

I think everybody
01ld Allan and his Merrymakers or somethin' like that. He-eeutd-make
én North Dakota daneed to AliznAnd Del ggfks and his sister., She's still
living here., They had a band. Earlier yet they went to farm hémes and
had dances and stuff too. Take the kids and pile the kids all in on the
bed and they'd dance. Ya, that was quite a deal. 3Bub There was a lot
of activity out at the lake., The Boy Scouts used to go out there camping.
I remember being a Boy Scout going out there for a couple weeks during
the summer. The fact is we walked from here out there. Marched, you
might say. They didn't.... Those olden days I used toihave an old sad-
dle horse called Tom and we'd just herd our cattle out here—-there was
no fences then--and I'd be out there herdin'. I'd lay down and put the

reins over my arms and if the cattle strayed away, the horse would wake
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me up and I'd get up and chase some cattle,

BOB: Was there always some fishing, too, at the lake in the early days

or was that somethin' that came later?

IVAN: Well, that's somethin' I can't really say. I really don't know

about the real early days.

528-630

BOB: What trains would run on this branch then? Was there passenger

trains on the branch? Was there separatgﬁpassenger?

IVAN: Ya, they had a passenger. Col. REE;Winn was the conductor here

for many years and old Hazelteen was the engineer. He started the Non-

swearing Knights. Ya, he was quite a character. 0ld R.C.Winn and the

Nonswearing Knights. Anybody that ever swore he'd always have a little

card and he'd give it to 'em,

BOB: Oh.

IVAN: He was a good swearer, you know. Originally the train just run

between here and then later on they went into Minot and come back out.

They picked up a little more business that way, but for years they just
with trains

made connections comin' out o' Minot. Oh, there were a lot of 'em.

BOB: Well, what womnld runidn the branch then? A passenger train up and

back one day?

IVAN: M-m-m,

BOB: The same day?

IVAN: He would stay at Sherwood and come down and go back up the same

day. Then the freight would come down one day and go back the next.

BOB: But you could of gotten on at Sherwood and come down to Granville

and.... |

JVAN: Done some shoppin'....

BOB: Gone back to Sherwood the same day.

IVAN: M—-m-m, there was a lot o' people did that.

BOB: Is that right.

IVAN: Oh, ya. Especially--a lot o' people used to go into Minot, too,

you know, They were 2 or 3 hours in Minot and come back out on the train.
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BOB: But they'd have to come back to Granville and....

IVAN: Ya.

BOB: To get up there?

JVAN: Ya.

BOB: 7You don't happen to know what the fare was Sherwood to Granville

or anything do ya?

IVAN: Oh, it wasn't very high.

BOB: Or was there kind of a rate per mile or somethin' like that?

IVAN: Ya, I 'spose. Well, it was 61 miles up there and, I imagine, the
fare was about 90¢ or somethin',iiIf I remember right, I don't think it
was over a $1 thénfirst.... It kept goin' up, o' course, but, I remember
the first fare was pretty cheap.

BOB: On these branch lines. If you wanted to flag the train for one
reason or another, could you do that too? I heard a lot of people did.
IVAN: Well, I think, you could, ya. Especially if it was bad weather

or something, they would stop. I know that when they had the big snow
here in 1940.... Was it '48? That's quite a bit later on. But Paul
Woodall and some of these guys they'd load fuel oil in barrels on the
train and then they'd stop along the branch and let 'em off so they could
get 'em onto these farms. They couldn't get to town, There was a lot of
that done those years. If they saw somebody wavin, they'd always stopws
Now, you could wave your head off and it wouldn't make no difference.
BOB: They might wave back. Well, then on the main line what did you
have goin' through here?

IVAN: Well, we had all those passenger trains I was tellin' you about
and then we had freights just steady all the time. There was as high as
5, 6 fréight trains in this town at the time. To beat the passenger trains
they had to get in the clear or somethin'. They'd back up the branch.

2, 3 trains and they'd back up the branch. Then we had more tracks.than
We had a bigger
theylpe—ox=—bodayyard in those days too.

BOB: Oh, so you had a lot of 'em pulled off here?
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IVAN: Ya, they'd have to get out of the way for the passenger trains,
see,

BOB: They always had priority?

IVAN: Oh, ya. Oh, yva, they could run them without orders, see. If
they were right on time, they had to live up to their schedule. Say,

if one was due to arrive at 1:0lp.m., why, then they had to clear that
passenger train, you know, for these freights. That was up to them the
way they could get it to clear. Well, a lot of 'em would pile up here.

I know a lot of times.... You know, when I first started, the branch
would come down with LO, 50 cars of grain. They'd send 'em out here and
they'd send out a caboose off to Minot. Just the engine and the caboose,
Pick that up and that would be a train, see. Nowadays, Christ, you see
some of these trains and they're 2 miles long. In those days 40, 50 cars
was a big train.

BOB: Would that take a big locomotive to pull that too?

IVAN: Ya, they were pretty powerful; they were pretty good sized,

BOB: Could they ever put more than one of those steam locomotives....
Now, you know....

VANt ——Ohy—Fay—double-headonrgy—3y-b-of-these

IVAN: Oh, ya, double headers?

BOB: They put 3, 4 of these....

JVAN: Oh, ya. Ya, there was plenty of that done., Not so much through
here but there was once in awhile. You take those heavier grades., Those
ones from Minot, I think there was quite a little of it what they called
double header,

BOB:. How many drivers did they have on the biggest steam locomotives you
remember?

IVAN: Oh, they had 8 on the side. That would be 16 drivers.,

BOB: Is that right.

IVAN: Double cylinder. They'd have a cylinder in the middlé of the

engine, see? You'd have a cylinder and then , drivers and then another
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cylinder and another L drivers.
BOB: You know, I can't remember those. I seen them in Germany. They

still had one when
bad some—eof-iem I was over there that I would see once in awhile, but

I don't remember any over here.

JVAN: That was quite a thrill to see those big engines.,

BOB: T think, it must o' been. When they pulled out?

IVAN: A-sbaek-en—-teSmoke blowin' a mile high, you know?

BOB: Ya.

IVAN: Ya, that's one thing we sure miss.

BOB: And the big chug, chug, chug I 'spose?

IVAN: Ya. Boy, they barked like a--they had quite a strongsexhaust.

Especially when they were workin' hard.




