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OSCAR: A lot of 'em were good and once in awhile you'd run across some 

nretty tough characters. Yes, you had to be careful who you associated 

with because most of 'em would carry a 7a~ and you'd do what he'd say or 

else. 

LARRY: Did they do any panhandling around Larimore then? Go around and 

bum a sandwich here? 

OSCAR: Ya. Yes, they done a lot 0' that. Some people was scared of 'em 

and they'd feed 'em while others wouldn't patronize 'em and give 'em any-

thing t' ea~and they'd raise a little trouble sometime. I've seen right 

here. We used to sometimes. They'd come along. Can~ .. we have a sandwich? 

Well, we'd give 'em a sandwich or maybe a cup 0' water or a cup of coffee 

or something and they'd go maybe right to the next door neighbor and ask 

the same thing and then if they got a sandwich they'd go down maybe 1/~ 

block and throw it away. That's the way them guys was. If they wasn't 

satisfied with what they got, why, they'd throw it away. I've seen that 

done right here on this block. Yes, that wasn't good. You had to be pretty 

careful with them people because they might even burn you out, see. 

Larimore was burned down 3 times. You never khew that? This was a big 

city of 3600 people at one time and they didn't have no waterworks here,2t 

~~~1_ protection for waterworks. They had some cisterns in the park 

that would hold 1000 or 2 gallons 0' water and they'd have to run their 
pmmp 

pump machine over there t 'A .... it out, but 

haul in , it to where the fire 

then gettin' it in the tank and 
&;/diI?J 

was they couldn't save a ~~ Ao this 
II 

whole city burned up about 3 times. This park out here was all a solid 

business section and the next street running west was a business section 

and _ this one over on this street was a business section. All business 

section at that time, see, and they done a big business, too, because the 

railroad was doin' a big business here when there was 3600 people here and 

we had a roundhouse here and shops and watertank and fuel. They got their 

fuel and water and everything here. They had a couple o'--oh--big hotels 

down here right next t' the railroad and they would house a 100 men or more 

down there. Oh, they had a big business, you know. 



LARRY: I heard, Oscar, that Jim Hill wanted to buy some more land out by 

the roundhouse for tanks or switch tracks or switchyard or something and 

they wanted too much money and he said, "I'll see the grass growing in the 

streets of Larimore before the railroad." Is that true? 

OSCAR: That's true. 

LARRY: Tell me about that. 

OSCAR: Well, they didn't have enough •••• You see, they had a lot of track­

age out here by the roundhouse, but they wanted more trackage because they 

had a lot 0' trains, you know, and a lot 0' cars. They brought 'em in 

here for repairing and they didn't have no place t' park 'em. They had 

their yards. They had about 6 or 8 railroad~tracks out there where they'd 

park 'em; but, you see, anything that had to be overhauled they brought 

it in there for overhauling. Well, they didn't have Doom for it all. For 

a good many years they housed the tracks out here full of cars. Yes, they 

tried to buy this property from people here and they said they wouldn't 

sell it and so they said they'd make the grass grow on the streets of 

Larimore and they moved to Minot. 

LARRY: Was it in Minot right away or was it Devils Lake first? 

OSCAR: Well, I think, it was both places. They broke it up, I think. 

They moved part of it t' Devils Lake and part _fa t' Minot. Ya,' CcSl;1;lSe, 

they didn't have the facilities, ya see, and another thing they didn't 

have the water. See, here they had good water facilities. They could 

pump the water up from the river down here and they had a big watertank. 

All these trains could fill 
~')""cl 

got a watertank at ~. 

'" 

up here and go on West. Then later o~they 
N;~~(Jf~ 

See, they got a dam at It.' •• ' , and the Great 

Northern got a dam there and that's a spring fed dam. 

LARRY: Oh. 

OSCAR: I came near t' gettin' drowned in that dam one time. I went 

through. the. • • • Well, they was cutt in' ice and my skate come offT-us. 

school kids was down there--and I slid right into that hole. Can you 

imagine that? My skate come off my left shoe and I couldn't stop so I 

slid right into that hole. Well, our neighbor man was workin' on the ice 
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crew and the rest 0' the crew had gone and all the kids had skated away 

from there. You know how they'll go. Well, I tried to follow them and my 

skate come off and they didn't even know that I went int' the hole. Well, 

I was lucky. I came right up just in the corner. I could reach my hands 

out like that and catch the ice just about an inch on my middle finger. 
away 

So this man was standing--oh--maybe 100ft~~, f'rDIT.L_"thfLhbilie~'ind I hollered at 
1\ 

him and he come over and he pulled me out. I couldn't 0' stayed there very 

long because it was awfully cold water and freeze up quick in a hurry, you 

know. Well, I had a sister and brother-in-law living in town and he pulled 

me out. And I says, "Take me up to my sisters and," I says, "I'll get my 

brother-in-law's clothes and put on and change." I got a pretty bad cold 

out of it, but I come through it alright. I never did get my skate though. 

It's still in the pond as far as I know. 

LARRY: Were there gypsies and peddlars travelling around the country in 

those days too? 

OSCAR: A lot of 'em. And Jews! 

LARRY: Oh. 

OSCAR: There was quite a number 0' Jews and they carried a big pack on 

their back. Honestly, they'd carry a pack that I never could figure out 

how they done it" ~ big pack, you know. I don't know what it weighed. 

Prett'i'near 1001bs~ I imagine. Both women and men they'd go out from 

house t' house and carry a bag on their back and they'd stop at your place 

and want t' sell you something, unpack it all, and they'd sell you what 

they could and maybe they'd stay overnight. They'd give you something, 

some of their clothes or something, for staying overnight. We had that 

happen up at our place a good many times. 

LARRY: Oh. 

OSCAR: Ya. Yes, there was a lot of peddlars in the early days. and: they 

managed to get around. 

LARRY: 

OSCAR: 

Were gypsies travellipg, too, then? 
t Jei) I/o tf!. L 

Ya, not so much "'11,.. I!)ut on our farm right east of our place 
11 

we had 1/4 section 0' land that belonged to the man that we bought our 



groceries and fuel from and we used to use that piece 0' land for cattle 

range, see. Right from one corner of it to the northwest corner of it, 

from the southeast corner of it t' the northwest corner, they had roads 

right straight across that quarter 0' land. They had a Indian trail across 

there. Not'in' unusual to see--oh--maybe a couple hundred Indian troops 

goin' through. That was not'in' unusual and I had 'em even shoot at me. 

My brother and I--Louie. You know him? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: Well, we was out herding cattle one day right near our home not 
/ II 

very far from home and the grass was tall. I·' spose maybe ~ tall. And 
I\. 

the Indians was way over in the northwest corner of that corner and they 

shot at us boys. Well, I told Louie, "Drop down in the grass and thep: they 

can't see us." So that's what v-re did t' keep them from shootin' at us. I 
()I)t. 

got. bullet pretty close to my right ear. 
A 

LARRY: Oh. 

OSCAR: I don't know. I didn't think at that time •••• You know, they was 

usin' bow and arrows at that time about and there wasn't much rifles, but 

some of them outfits had rifles and they was pretty good marksman too. I 

don't know why they would shoot at us kids, but they did. Maybe they tried 
'em. 

t' scare us or something, but we weren't molesting •• "lJ We never did. If 
bl'ed if 

the Indians would come up and want t' get a loaf 0 '" ___ ". we had it, 

we'd let 'em have it even if we didn't have any for ourselves rather than 

have trouble with 'em~and they appreciated tha~ but we had a neighbor 

east of us just about a mile and she didn't like the attitude of the 

Indians)and sometimes she'd refuse to give 'em bread and stuff. They was 

pretty mean t' them. A number 0' times they started - + fires there: but they 
t>u- L 

never did burn 'em~) Dut you had to be careful. 
no 

Indian right, he didn't bother ya. We never hadA.-w 

If you treated the 

trouble with the 

Indians. I had Ind ians here upstairs" housed 'em for many years. And: 

course, they'd get drunk and then you'd have maybe a little trouble with 

that way; but, otherwise, no trouble. 

LARRY: ~fuen were you born again Oscar? I forgot. 

of 

' em! 
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OSCAR: 1886, December 24th. 

LARRY: Now you would 0' been about 6 or 8 when that Indian shot at you. 

So that would 0' been about 1893? 

OSCAR: Oh, I don't really know. Yes, we was herding stock--Louie and I. 

It was in our teens, ya know, and I don't know just how old we was at that 
usually 

time, but we usually went out and herded the stock together because we., had 

about 30 head 0' stock. Dad would never have no sheep. He couldn't stand 

the blatting 0' sheep so he never would have no sheep; but we raised hogs 

and cattle)and horses, colts, and stuff. We raised a lot of cattle and a 

lot 0' horses and we used t' buy horses from Montana. Them fellas that 

bring down them wild horses and we'd have t' train 'em. Had quite a time 

breakin' 'em in. You take them wild animals that are used to running out 

all the time and it ain't so easy t' train them. You've got t' put 'em 

with a old horse one at a time and train 'em 'til you get 'em broke in, 

otherwise, you'd have runaways and everything else. 

LARRY: Another thing I wanted t' ask you Oscar? Do you remember your 

mother's home remedies1tbhat she would use on you kids for head colds or 
k,)J,~fell,r , 

chest colds or fever or .' .1'11 ':' 
" OSCAR: Well, 1'11 tell ya. We had goose lard for one thing. I don't know 

where she got the goose lard; but,. I, 'spose ,f$he could get it ~.t the drug­

store. She had goose lard and she'd rub that on our chest and then put a 

wool cloth on it to keep your chest warm, break up a cold, and then for 

minor sores or cuts or somethin' like that, bruises, they had different 

home remedies. I don't know just what exactly what--turpentine was one 

thing. I remember that because that was always good for breakin' up 

disease, see, and it would heal up good and you wouldn't catch other stuff 
,'-;-

in ~ ~ut for sickness, colds and things, I don't know. Take now for 

headaches and stuff like that. Us kids if we had trouble that way with 

headaches, I think, mother would bathe our heads with kind of a cool cloth 

or else a hot cloth t' have it kind o'--get it over--'cause little kids, 

ya know, they'd get that stuff or maybe you'd get bruised. 

LARRY: Did illnesses go through the horses around here. Did you get 
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Glanders? 
Di'I~ 

OSCAR: Yes, we had. winter. We had 26 head 0' horses at home and the 
-1 

Glanders broke and we had the horse doctor •••• His name was--well, I don't 

know that I could tell ya right now. He was here in town anyway and we had 

him come up. Well, we had quite a time with that Glanders. We didn't lose 

a horse, but we had a ~wful tline gettin' rad 0' that. That's an awful 

disease,the,t Glanders) and if it goes on very long, why, it'll take ya. 

It'll take a horse, but it didn't bother too bad so it managed pretty good. 

LARRY: Couldn't human beings get that too? 

OSCAR: Yes, they did. Yes, they caught that. And then another thing 

they had with the horses was this, you know, fox .... tail? 0 . Youknnw.,what fox--
tail is? 

LARRY: Ya, ya. 

OSCAR: Well, if the horses eat that hay, it gets in their mouth up in:)·· 

their gums and all around and then they get sick and they can't eat. Well, 
on «; 

you've got t' .... We found that out. year and that was a terrible thing. 
A 

We had a lot of that hay put up and farmers should never harvest fox::'tail 

in a time where it would get ripe. You see, then is when it would get 

bad. If you can get it at an early enough stage before the fo~tail gets 

what'd you call ripe, then it's alright for hay and it won't cause no 

trouble with the horses; but if you don't, they'll get a sore mouth. We 

had a bunch of our horses get that one time. We didn't recognize, but 

they got stinkin' so bad. We couldn't imagine why they was stinkin' so 

bad so we had the horse doctor come out. And he says, "All your trouble, 

is," he says, "you're feeding your horses foxtail and they've gotten sore 

mouths and they can't eat." They won't eat anything then, you see. They 

lose their apetite and that'll kill'.' em and they'll die from starvation. 

So he come out and then he'd open up their mouth. You know, they got an 
Duf 

instrument they put in their mouth, clean their mouth all out, wash it ..., 
It 

and sterilize it) and they're alright. In 3 or 4 days they'll be back on 

the ir feet, but don't feed 'em any more 0' that. And straw. We used t'OT 

feed our horses--we had to. We didn't have enough hay and we'd feed 'em 
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wheatstraw:arld-barley straw and oats straw and all that kind 0' stuff, 

flax. Flax is good for 'em. 

LARRY: Oh? 

OSCAR: It's a good feed, but it's not so good on their kidneys feedin' 'em 
-to 

flax. You can feed 'em a little of it if you want~'" but not very much 

flax straw. It seems to bind 'em up, bind 'em up tight, and they can't git 

rid of it, see. There's another thing that bothers them, but I ain't goin' 
.s~t 

to ... anything. Well, that's not so good. 
A 

LARRY: Well, let's see. Let me look over this Oscar. We should be moving 

along here pretty well, I think. Were there surplus c0Illi110dit ies in 
in 

LarimoreA~ the 30's? Could you go down and get grapefruit? 

OSBAR: No, nobody here handled it. I don't know when they really started 

handling grapefruits and things like that here. Oh, we could get grapes in 

" season. They come in a basket, you know, about 12, 14 .••• , .• long. You 

could buy grape in the basket; but)as far as, grapefruit •••• Hardly ever 

could git any of them. You could get a barrel 0' apples. 

LARRY: Now is this on surplus commodities or is this just a grocery store? 

OSCAR: Just at the grocery store. 

LARRY: Well, I was wondering about surplus commodities. Do you remember 

that program, Oscar, where needy people could go down to the courthouse and ( 

apply for them? 

OSCAR: Yes, they did, ya. The wife and I even tried that. That's 

amusing. vfuen that WPA was on, I tried to git on vWA and they wouldn't let 
I'ou.f~ 

me on because we had the paper
ll
_.... .10 they promised us on these sur-

plus commodities) coal, flour and sugar".arid different things that they 

had. We never did get any just because we had the paper route. They 

thought we were rich! Ya, and we didn't know where the next loaf 0' bread 

was coming from sometimes. 

LARRY: Ya. 

SIDE TWO 

LARRY: That's about 3 miles south 0' Bismarck out along the Missouri 

River in the bottoms there. 
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OSCAR: In the bottom? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: Say, you know what there where the fort is in Bismarck? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: I've been up there through that fort. Ya, I've been to Bismarck. 

I haven't been to Bismarck now for quite a number 0' years, but we used to 

have conventions and different things over there and ... go to them. I 

haven't been in Bismarck now for a long time. I've been all through that 

fort and different places up along the •••• You know where the crik is that 

leads southwest of the fort, isn't it? Kind of a crik comes down there, 

ain't there? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: And I remember that and I've been through quite a lot 0' places 

there in Bismarck and around Mandan where they got the •••• What do ya call 

it? Where the oil is? 

LARRY: Oh, the refinery, ya? 

OSCAR: The refinery there. I've been up around there. IJt.ried to get in 

there t' see different things, but they never would let ya. A couple 0' 

times I was there and tried t' get in, but 

LARRY ". T 11 -, l'ttl b't b t :i~1.d e me a.L l e l a ou A _. 

haven't talked about and your family farmed 
",;'. 

they wouldn't let ya in. 

Thats the one thing that we 
I./i ~,.,.,) 

over towards ..... What 
1\ 

kind of a town was that? 
/IIi :l '7..Jr ~ 

OSCAR: ~ .. e,.. at one time was a pretty busy city and I don't know just 

what the population was there when we went to school there, but we walked 

and also drove to school in the wintertime. We'd keep our team in a barn 
~AL 

in • city during the day while we was in school and then we'd drive out. 
i\ 

So it 'tvas a busy city. Well, let me see. There was 2 grocery stores, 

there was a lumberyard, there was a butcher shop, there was 1 hotel/and a 

beer parlor or 2/ and~elephone office and telegraph office with the Great 

Northern/and a big livery barn. A man drove people anyplace they wanted 

t' go. They'd hire livery. They had a big watertank there so the trains 

could stop and get water. They didn't have no coal there though. You had 
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to get coal here at Larimore, but they could get water at~IU'1IP. Then 
Devils Lake 

they had to go from there to~ .·-I>;·Li.;; .... :' was their next step where they 

could get water and fuel. I think, they kind 0' figured out about every 

75 miles where they could supply their engines with what they needed and 

then Williston, of course, was a big center for the railroad company, you 

know, too. They was right 
Nid11ra 

LARRY: Was _ •• full of 
A 

along the Missouri. 
~id<to)ftl 

Yankees? Now, ..,...., 
A 

tlid-~rJ after •• _, 
1\ 

New York, right? Were there a lot of Yankees 

was named 
Nj"}gra 

in ..... ' or was that Nor-
A 

wegian country too. 

OSCAR: Well, I'll tell ya. There was such a mixture of Germans and Nor-

wegians and Canadians and Swedes. Quite a bunch 0' Swedes had come in there 

around, too, you know, especially in the fall •. TheY'd .come in for the 

harvest because there was pretty good money and there was labor and all 

kinds 0' people would come in for the harvest. The trains would.ha.ul 'em 

there and dump 'em off and they'd get jobs. Maybe work a few days and jump 

on a train and go someplace else. That's the way they went. It didn't 

cost 'em anything for transportation. But I'll tell ya in the early days 

an experience we had. It was so hard one time t' get fuel and everybody 

was out of it a lot and they asked the Great Northern t' leave a car 0' 

coal there. They didn't do it and they cut down the telephone poles be­
N;d1ar~ 

tween ...... and Petersburg •••• 
1\ 

LARRY: Is that right • 

...... , •• ~ ..... 4_~ ___ .l'tf111"@§_t ..... ( 
OSCAR: so they had somethin' t' burn. Well, the railroad company was 

awful mad about it. vfuat could they do? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: They was warned to leave fuel there and they didn't do it and the 

people got angry_ They had to have somethin' for fuel. They just went and 

cut down their telephone poles so they'd have it. Well, they could always 

put up more telephone poles, but that taught 'em a lesson. 

LARRY: Was that a bad winter? 

OSCAR: Oh, ya, that was a very bad winter.,,-',6 and 7. And that winter 
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I 

we had 26 ~ 0' snow in our yard between the house and barn. We had 

quite a bunch 0' chickens and dad •••. Well, it blowed so much and 

blizzarded so much you had to shovel out every day to get into the chicken 

house t' get a few eggs. Wasn't gettin' enough eggs t' amount t' anything. 

I finally told father I says, "I'm goin' to cut a hole in the north side 

of the chicken house roof so we can let water and feed down there and it 

won't never--shovel it out anymore.~ Well, you couldn't do it. No place 

to throw the snow anymore, see. It got so high you couldn't throw it over, 

so it was an awful burden. 

LARRY: aid that work? 

OSCAR: Ya, that worked good. And then there was quite a number 0' rabbits 

at that time and I used to go out and shoot rabbit and dress it and hang 
into 

it down .«",..., the hole t..hrough the roof and the chickens.... I had t' 
A 

leave it up--oh--just so the chickens would have to jump after it. They'd 

get a little exercise that way and they'd get the meat, too, see. It didn't 

freeze in there; it was warm enough. And we'd let water down for 'em so 

they had water and feed and meat. They liked the fresh rabbits and blood. 

and they'd eat on them. Oh, if they got kind 0' stale, we'd just jerk it 

out and put another one in. You'd get a rabbit most any time. 

LARRY: Did your family ever eat rabbit? 

OSCAR: Oh, ya. Yes, but when they finally found they had a blister •••• 

You know, they used to have a blister on 'em? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: Well, when we found out they had blisters on 'em .... Anytime we'd 
Dnl(., 

kill. and we'd find out they had a blister, why, we'd throw it out 'cause 
It 

that was dangerous. 

LARRY: How were these wild rabbits? Pretty good eating? 

OSCAR: Ya, they were good eatin'. Yes, we eat a lot of 'em. We liked the 

bunny the best. 

LARRY: Cottontail? 

OSCAR: Cottontail. They'd stay around the buildings; they wasn't out in 

the open. They'd stay around the buildings and you'd get a cottontail or 
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• and they'd make you a mess. That was pretty good. 

LARRY: Well, letts see. I think, we're about done Oscar. Oh, one thing! 

Was there a Farm Holiday Association in Grand Forks County? You know, the 

farmers that would group together and go stop foreclosures? 

OSCAR: Yes, they vlOuld. I remember one time the foreclosure on your 

taxes, you know? There was a farm out here someplace. I don't know as 

could tell you who it was or where now, but I remember this association. 

They'd get together if there was an auction sale selling this man out, 

they'd go there and stop the sale. Yes, they did that and, I think, it 

a good thing, too, because it stopped that business. They were strong 
they'd go 

enough so that ifA_'.1i'MW out to a auction sale and the auctioneer 

wouldn't try t' st op the sale they'd _ .... ~ try t' get the auct ioneer 

I 

was 

not to auction, see. Course, sometime the man that was havin' the auction 

would even come out with a shotgun to try t' scare the people away that 

was molesting, but they finally got used to that, too, so they would go 

out there t' guard it and they would stop it. I never knew anybody ever 

gettin' killed or hurt, but they treated 'em pretty rough~-some of 'em--but 

they stopped the sales. They wouldn't let 'em sell 'em out. 

LARRY: 

OSCAR: 

well. 

matter. 

How did people around here feel about Bill Langer? 

Well, 1'11 tell ya. I think, most people liked Bill Langer very 
and 

He was a good politician and a good officer" so was Lernke ,'for t,hat 
~ ~'" - -;tIJjj"JII don't- fhin k 

Lemke had, 0' course.... Lemke and the"" J.q~. U' •• "an'" 
they were hitching too good sometimes. 

LARRY: Lemke and Frazier you mean? 

OSCAR: Ya, and also Langer. But, anyway, they was there in the Capitol 

and they managed to get along, but Bill Langer was the leader really. 

Course, Lemke, well, I guess, he would get in his way and a lot 0' people 

followed him. Bill Langer had the biggest following. I'm pretty sure 0' 

that. 

LARRY: Did you ever hear him speak Oscar? 

OSCAR: Yes, I did one time. They had a celebration do,~ here in Arvilla 

Park. That used to be a public park and I heard 'em talk down there a 



number 0' times. Yes. 

LARRY: Was he a pretty good speaker? 

OSCAR: Yes, he was good. He was a good talker and he was forceful and he 

wasn't liein' about it either. He was tellin' ya the facts. That was one 

good thing about him and that's one reason that he had the leading that he 

did. They figured they could depend on him so that made quite a difference. 

LARRY: In later years since you've kind 0' slowed down and you and your 

wife have had some time to yourself outside of North Dakota travelling and 

somebody asked you where you were fro~did you ever feel apologetic when 

you told 'em you were from North Dakota? 

OSCAR: No, we always liked it here. The winters were severe, but we always 

enjoyed the summers. The summers are good. The winters are pretty severe 

on people; but, otherwise, we like North Dakota. And, 0' course, being I 

come up here when I was a youngster and got used to the climates and every­

thing, the people, why, you have no trouble gettin' along. Well, at one 

time we had some cousins livin' right north of our farm 1/2 mile or a little 

better and we had a baseball team called the Bode's Baseball Team. 

LARRY: Is that right. 

OSCAR: We had enough boys in the 2 families so we had a baseball team and 

we used to go--oh--all around to these little towns and out in the country 

and play baseball. We'd nearly always win the game. 

LARRY: Oh, just the Bodes, huh? 

OSCAR: Ya, just the Bodes, ya. They're livin' in Canada now~-these Bodes. 

Well, they went up there and homesteaded. Their father did and then later 

~~ __ ".g@~."~_t ijj "H~"" ....... !lI.,. ~HM'~MJr;:i~ 
I 

they homesteaded land there--the boys--around near their father~'" land 

so they got pretty well-t'-do up there. They had good land, had good 

crops so they got along very good. One of the •... He and his wife was 

down t' see us last summer. He's retired now, but he's got 2 sons that has 

his farm. He's got about--oh--1000 acres he's got. He bought other land 

from other farmers around there and added to his land, but he's not too 
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good now. He's kind of a diabetic, I guess, and has a little trouble so 

he's just takin' it easy. 

LARRY: Slowed down a little, huh? 

eS.GAR: Ya. 

LARRY: Oscar, when you think back to those times when you were growing up 

on the farm and things were kind 0' tough and through the years when you 

were raising your own family, do you remember those as the ugood old days"? 

OSCAR: Well, I'd say yes. We had our ups and downs tryin' t' make a 

livin f 
; but, I;,'guess, people did everywhere. It makes no difference where 

#.od /l,ile-r 
you go you'll have difficulties. I know. I spent 4 years at .~~, 

It 

Oregon and I seen the time there when you couldn't get a job and you didn't 

know where you was goin' t' get your next meal~ Aut one time I was in a 
1-/0 c.J 1,' tltf 1/6 oJ Kill ('r 

condition like that at", .... IMl8'.t. It"~ has a nice climate and 

everything and it's a big city; but,I'11 tell ya, them people at that time 

I was there weren't very helpful. You kilow, you hated to ge around and beg 

and when you did, maybe you'd get a meal and maybe you wouldn't. I re­

member;, one time I was broke and I didn't know what t' do, where I was goin' 

t' get somethin' t' eat. I was takin' pictures locally that t ime. ,~·:.So 

I.',knew where there was a new house built over the east end 0' town way up 

on the nice territory. It was, I 'spose, 5 or $6000 house somethin' like 

that and so I,<,;went up there with my camera. We carried a canvas case ~lith 

our camera in and plates and things. Well, I rapped at the door and a lady 

opened it and when she seen I had a carryin' case like that, she slammed 

the door right away. Well, I stuck my foot in. I had a wide soled shoe 

and she couldn't quite get the door closed. She opened it and she says, 

"What'd ya want?" "Well, " I says, It lady, I'm broke and," I says, "I'm 

tryin' t' make a livin'" And I says, "':fou got a nice new home here and," 

I says, "I'd like t' make some pictures of your home and I'd like t' get 

your husband and yourself and your daughter on the picture." I says, "Ask 

your husband t' come out and we'll talk it over." Well, he was there so he 

come out and he agreed to it. So I took the picture and I says, "You don't 

have t' pay nothin' down." I says, "I make 'em and develop the films and 
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bring ya a pl"int and show ya what
A 
••• If you want t' orde'l you can and 

if you don't want t', you don't have t'. You're under no obligation." So 

I made it. Well, I got a $25 order out of that. That put me on my feet 

again. See, I was busted and no place t' stay, no home or anything/out 

amongst strangers, so then I worked the whole city and I got something over 

$90 out of it takin' pictures. Well, then that also acquainted me with 

quite a lot of the people and I could get more--you could work more in with 

'em. You knew them then. Not like a stranger, you know. So that's the 

way things would work out. You never can tell just what you're goin' t' 

get up against. 

LARRY: When you were photographing back around Larimore in the 20's and 

30's, Oscar, how many cameras did you have? You had the kind that would 

rotate and •••• 

OSCAR: I had a circuit and I had a 810. Well, I had 2 circuits. I had a 

4 x 12 and I had this 810 circuit, a big one, and then I had 61/2 x 81/2 

commercial portrait, that is, a view camera. I could use it for a portrait 

camera, if I wanted to put a different lens on it. You know, I had dif-

ferent lenses I could use the same as you could on this one. So, of 
try t' 

course, we always tried to get equipment. If I'd buy lenses, ItdAbuy the 

best I could possibly afford and that way, why, you could put out good 

pictures so it made a lot 0' difference. Sometime in threshing season 
ma"J,:n £ 'Ii t.w.J 

when I used to go out and take threshing _a.' ....... and crews, and get 
II 

the whole crew on, if possible, and you wouldn't sell to everybody, but 

you'd maybe<t' maybe 2/3 of 'em and maybe get 18, $20 out of a crew--the way 

you had t' work it. That's just like anything else, just like a store-

keeper. He's doin' everything he can t' bring business in. He don't git 

'em all. He gets some here and there. That's the way it works. 

LARRY: Did you have any competition in the 20's and 30's? Were there 
? 

other photographers in town. 

OSCAR: Once in awhile there'd be a straggler; come~through. Ya, but he'd 

only be here for maybe a day or two and he'd get a little business. I 

never molested 'em; I never tried t' stop 'em. I figured it was poor 
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business. - He wanted to make a livin' and so did I and I knew what it was 

for me t' get started so I just let him go ahead. 

LARRY: You'd been on the road too? 

"G OSCAR: Yes, so I figured he had the right to make a livin' so as long ... 

he was doin' alright and was honest with his customers, why, I wouldn't 

bother him. Yes, there's lots 0' things in connection with the business 

line. We had a man in to",m here. I used to go to the dumpground a lot 

and people throw an awful lot 0' good stuff away. Do you know that? 

LARRY: Oh, ya. 

OSCAR: And I used to go to the dumpground and pick up a lot 0' stuff that 
4t1~ 

I could resell, see. Well, I was out there
A

_ day. I hauled a bunch 0' our 

junk out and dumped it and then I was pickin' up stuff around there. 

There's a man here in town. He's got a son here yet and the old lady is 

dead, 0' course. I was havin' trouble with my truck. It'd stop on me and 

I couldn't git it agoin' so I asked him if he could give me a pull, but he 

was so independant a man that he just thought because I was out there 

pickin' up stuff at the dumpground I didn't deserve any help, see. Ya, 

that's the way he felt. He was a very independant man and he didn't even 

want t' pull my truck, but his son prevailed on him awhile. He said, "Pull 

Mr. Bode's truck and git him started." \vell, he didoand its funny •.. I only 

went about a 1/4 of a mile and the truck stopped again and he hadn't yet 

left ::.the dumpground, see. He was st ill there throwin' stuff out so he 

went right passed. He wouldn't stop and try t' help me again. See, that's 
stop 

the kind 0' people you run against sometimes. He wouldn'tA,8.n<;l try and help 

me. I~;had t' wait 'til somebody else come past and give me a pull again. 
be. 

After I'd get started sometime it would"alright. I don't know. It was 
c a rbu,re. fill"" 
J1IIMIIiIJl:l ••• ' trouble, I think, possibly. Anyway, if' cPd get it goin', I'd 

maybe run it home alright or wherever:: I was goin', but I had trouble with 

it and I finally found out what the trouble was and got that corrected; 

but, you know, you're always up against something--different things. You 

never can tell. Ya, that man •••• I lot 0' times thought about him. Oh, 

he had a couple 0' daughters and he had 2 or 3 sons, but they were always 
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very independant people. They didn't .... seem t' want t' help people, 

which a little help like that is always good for ya if they only knew about 

it, but they weren't that type 0' people. That's the kind 0' people you 
You're liable t' run 

run against. I\I •• W'I. across any kind of people in the world and I've been 

around a lot. I've been in 38 states of the Union so, you see, you learn 

something. 

LARRY: How were these people like the l\1cCannas and the Larimores? v1lho is 

the fella that had the farm out at Crystal Springs farm? Stockhouse or •••• 

OSCAR: Stonehouse. 

LARRY: Stonehouse? Were those pretty friendly people or did they maintain 

a distance from the rest of the people? 

OSCAR: They were kind 0' clannish and they stayed by themselves pretty 

much. They even had places out there •••• If you wanted t' get into that 

place ;they[~,had::6i1t;her.e' about 4 miles east •••••... That"f'ancy place where 

there was a spring? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: Them people were all from New York, see, and they were clannish and 

they stayed with their own groups. Get the idea? 

LARRY: 

OSCAR: 

Ya. 
LtA)e.rj~1 

And, you might say, you was aJ)~~. 
1\ 

Well, if you wanted t' 

go out there, you prett'i'near have to have permission to go up there and 

see 'em. They 1rfere that important. Yes, I'm tellin' ya. 

LARRY: Were you very impressed by that Oscar? 

OSCAR: Yes, I was impressed. It hurt me because I never was used to any­

thing like that. If I could help somebody, I always tried t' help 'em. 

It'd make no difference what difficulty they was in I'd try and help 'em 

out and I always got along good that way. The Lord blessed me because he'll 

help those that'll help others, too, you know? 

LARRY: Ya. 

OSCAR: But there's so many people which are so independant they won't try 

and help somebody elsT and they suffer for it. 
-th.ey /0,,'1- ,f"ow hoW f'''~/,e., ?OJ;' 
... ___ ,... .... ..@lI • .., t' get out of it. 

They get in trouble and 
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LARRY: Do you think that's one of the reasons why some older folks re­

member those early days that were kind of tough and you didn't have all the 

luxuries that we have today •••• Do you think that that might be one of the 

reasons why they remember those as the "good old days" because people were 

more apt to take care of each other and look after each other? 

OSCAR: I think so. Yes, I beleive so. You know, in the early days when 

we was on the farm and wasn't gettin' much crops and you wasn't gettin' 

nothin' much for your grain and the winters were tough and we didn't have 

much housing at that time--we didn't have a big house--just a cl~im shanty, 
1bt.tt~_ 

and we all had to stay there, well, condit ions were kind 0' /a .-, but 

then the family always got along good. There wasn't wrangling and fighting 

like that because father wouldn't put up with it and mother wouldn't put up 

with it so we learned to get along and behave ourselves, see, and help 

people and,JI think, that's one reason they called 'em the "good old days" 

'cause they helped people. Well, I'll tell ya a little incident that hap­

pened. This is not connected with this, but we had a big 3 day blizzard. 

We had a family living east of us 3/4 of a.mile and mother said, "I haven't 

seen them people since the storm. You boys--Louie and I--better go down 

there horseback and see if they're alright or maybe they're sick or some-

thing." So Louie didn't come along with me that time, but I went down. 
VtftftJYI 

This woman was from New York, too, and her husband was a Civil War A"'''''. 
Well, I rapped at that door when I come there to her place and I(.'.8:sked her 

where her husband is. "Well," she said, "he went out t' milk and he hasn't 

come in." She said, "Maybe you'd better go t' the barn and find out about 

it." So I went t' the barn arid he'd got paralyzed. His lower limbs had 

got paralyzed and he was milkin' a cow. He'd had a paralytic stroke and 

couldn't do anything. He was under the cow-ear on a stool under the cow 

like. The cow didn't bother him any, but he spilt the milk. Well, I went 

back to the house and the old lady had a niece livin' with her and she also 

had a hired man. The hired man didn't happen to be present there at the 

time so I told her what happened to her husband. And I says, "You'd better 
l' hos.e.­

come out and we'll try and get 'em in the house." So we had one of ..... 
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hand sleighs--most places have it--and we took that hand sleigh along and 

we got him out of the cow shed and got him onto the sleigh, and hauled him 

up to the house and onto the bed, and then we called the doctor. Well, 0' 

course, he was paralyzed and couldn't be nothin' done t-cLhim, had tollook 

after him like a baby; but, I think, he lived about 6 months after that. 

He passed away from the paralytic stroke. So, you see, little things like 

that come up. Well, mother was pretty anxious about him and this old lady 

was a good old woman and mother used to like her pretty well for a neigh-

bor so she'd come up and seecmother and visit hercand they'd have chats 
So 

together. --. of course, they kind 0' looked after one another's families 

and seen how everything was goin' along. 

LARRY: vfuat was the family's name. Do you remember? 

OSCAR: Yes, I think, it was Phillips. I 
v,tc.t' " r\ 

Phillips. He'd been a Civil War .... m. 
- ~ 

think, that ladyU3 name was 

Well, I don't know whether he 

homesteaded that land or not. That's somethin' I forgot about whether it 

was their homestead or not; but he, of course, had the stroke and they 

couldn't farm anymore. They had some money and they built a new house in 
m~,afd _.,s. Then the hired man and her.... This hired man was always work in ' 

for 'em. He was a great friend of them from New York, 

jJlJ'~ friend--so they built this new house in and she 

him and done the minor chores around. They finally •••• 

too--an old .... 

stayed there with 

Well, I beleive, 

the hired man died first and then she went back to New York and, I think, 
whose 

she died back there. I don't know,, __ got their property--afterwards. 

It's sold, 0' course. 

LARRY: Oscar, how did you happen to marry a Sontk:lrn belle? 

OSCAR: Well, that was kind 0' funny. I'll tell ya. When I was in the 

Navy, on a Sunday I was pretty lonesome, didn't have no lady friends or 

anything. I went out .•.. There was a streetcar line run out in the 

country where they had kind of--oh, just a little place. So I went out 

there t' spend the day. 

LARRY: \Vhere was this that? 

OSCAR: That was at, Penns"acola, Florida. I was in the Navy at Pennsacola. 
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So then I went out to this resort and I got tired of being around there, 

didn't know anybody or nothinJand so I went back to the streetcar and was 

sitting in there. Then she and sister come along and the car was about 
.su+ 

full, no place t' sit down" so I told 'em they could have my,f .1 ..... ::.and I 

sat on the arm of the chair and got acquainted with 'em, took 'em home. 

1Vhen we got t' the end of the streetcar, I took 'em home. That was the 

start of it. 

LARRY: What was your maiden name? 

VELLE: Rigby. 

LARRY: Rigby? 

OSCAR: , •• ,.,,7. VelIe Rigby. 

LARRY: Is that VelIe? 

OSCAR: V-e-I-I-e. 

LARRY: So when I called you a Southern belle, it was appropriate. 

OSCAR: Ya, that's right. That's right. 

LARRY: Have you learned to adjust to North Dakota? 

VELLE: Oh, not entirely I don't think. I still don't like the long 

winters. 

OSCAR: She likes the summers here, but she don't care so much for the 

winters. 

LARRY: Well, I hope you're able to make it back this summer. 

THE END 
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